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Announcements Posted Wednesday July 5,
2023
Hiring Student Assistants? Join Us for Our Part-Time Job
Fair!

Career Center : Wednesday July 5, 2023

The Georgia College Career Center invites you to participate in our
Fall 2023 Part-Time Jobs Fair! This FREE event is a great way for you
to share information about your on-campus, part-time job
opportunities with eager students of all classifications and majors.
Join us outside at the A&S Fountain from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. August
30, and let us help you find some great employees! 

If you have an account, you can register online via Handshake. If you
do not have a Handshake account but would like to participate, please contact Carolyn
Douglas at carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu or (478) 445-5384. We hope to see you there! 

Updated: 2023-07-05

CONTACT INFORMATION
Carolyn Douglas
carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu
4784455384

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Career Center

https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/40856/employer_preview?token=M8KGm8XhyTLI6sNF16TNGOvMcLXAtQWOtVMB49dNNsJkUvf4EJZbWw
https://www.gcsu.edu/career


Outdoor Emergency Notification System Test Wednesday,
July 5

Public Safety : Wednesday July 5, 2023

Georgia College & State University will test the Outdoor Emergency Notification System
(siren system) Wednesday, July 5, 2023. This test is scheduled to occur the first Wednesday
of every month between 10 a.m. and noon and last approximately one minute. No action is
required during the testing, and all campus operations should continue as normal. A
message stating that this is a test will precede and follow the "alert" tone. In the case of an
actual tornado warning, the message would advise of a tornado warning, and the tone would
cycle through. This would be repeated every five minutes until the warning expires or is
canceled, at which time an all clear message would sound. The audible system test will only
be tested when clear sky conditions are present. Tests will not occur when skies are dark or
severe weather is predicted for the area on the day the test is scheduled to occur. In this
case, the test will be rescheduled for later in the month.

There are three sirens operated by GCSU in Baldwin County: one on West Campus and two
on Main Campus.

This testing program is designed to maintain a reliable warning system and to meet
recommended testing guidelines. Additionally, we want to maximize the effectiveness of the
Outdoor Emergency Notification System. By performing these tests, we hope to enhance
awareness and education regarding emergency preparedness at Georgia College and within
the local community.

For more information on the Outdoor Emergency Notification System and other campus
emergency systems, please visit the emergency systems page on the Public Safety
website. 

Updated: 2023-05-09

CONTACT INFORMATION
Public Safety
publicsafety@gcsu.edu
(478)-445-4054

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Public Safety

https://www.gcsu.edu/publicsafety/emergency-systems
https://www.gcsu.edu/publicsafety


Volunteers Needed - Join the Cat Crew!

University Housing : Wednesday July 5, 2023

The Cat Crew is back for Fall Move-In 2023, and WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Register online, today.

Cat Crew is a volunteer opportunity for faculty, staff and community members who would
like to help the on-campus students move into the residence halls and apartments.

Volunteers are needed to assist with checking paperwork, distributing water, providing
directions and most importantly, helping unload students' cars and get their belongings into
their new rooms.

University Housing opens Thursday, August 17. Students move in between 7:30 a.m. and
10:30 a.m. in one-hour blocks and volunteers are needed from 7:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

As many as 1,200 students will move in August 17. Participating in the Cat Crew is a great
way to introduce your department, RSO, or organization to the newest residents of the
Milledgeville and Georgia College Communities.

For questions, contact Matthew Terry at matthew.terry@gcsu.edu.

Updated: 2023-07-06

CONTACT INFORMATION
Matthew Terry
matthew.terry@gcsu.edu
4784455925

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
University Housing

https://www.gcsu.edu/housing/cat-crew
mailto:matthew.terry@gcsu.edu
https://www.gcsu.edu/housing


GCSU’s Rural Studies Institute executive director lends
expertise to CBS documentary on Black farmers

Rural Studies Institute : Wednesday July 5, 2023

Dr. Veronica Womack, executive director of Georgia College & State
University’s Rural Studies Institute, was recently interviewed by CBS
Reports and predominantly features in its new documentary “40
Acres and a Mule.”

The piece aired Thursday, June 22, at 8 and 11 p.m. and is available
for viewing at cbsnews.com/land.

Womack, a noted scholar of the rural South, was highlighted in the CBS piece that explores
the ways Black Americans are reconnecting to their agrarian traditions, as well as
developing ways to produce generational wealth through agriculture, land acquisition and
ownership. 

While America was residence to a small number of free Black people, most were held in
chattel slavery, a system that began while America was a British colony and continued until
1865. Immediately after Emancipation, Black leaders voiced a desire for land and on January
16, 1865, General Sherman signed Field Order 15. It reserved 400,000 confiscated acres of
land for newly emancipated Blacks near the Southeast coastal areas of South Carolina,
Georgia and Florida.

The goal was to provide 40 acres of land, and in some cases, a U.S. Army mule. This plan
became known as “40 acres and a mule.” But the promise was short-lived and rescinded, as
President Andrew Johnson revoked Field Order 15 and returned the confiscated land to its
owners, immediately after taking office due to President Lincoln’s assassination in April of
1865.

CBS reporter Skyler Henry—who formerly worked for 41NBC in Macon as multi-skilled
journalist—interviewed Womack in May for the documentary. She’s quoted as saying “Land
has always been about freedom—political freedom, physical freedom, economic freedom.”

Henry asks, “So, land is power?” Womack responds, “Most definitely.”

The documentary explores Black agrarian traditions, the “Pigford” decisions—resulting from
a class action lawsuit against USDA by Black farmers that affirmed discriminatory practices
in loans and assistance by the agency from 1981 to 1996—as well as a history of violence
and de facto and de jure discriminatory practices against Black farmers and landowners
that resulted in a reported 326 billion dollars of lost Black American acreage.

The documentary also features prominent scholars like Georgia Historical Society President

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%253A%252F%252Fcbsnews.com%252Fland&data=05%257C01%257Ccindy.odonnell%2540gcsu.edu%257C2c974a6176c146ca2d8b08db72661a96%257Cbfd29cfa8e7142e69abc953a6d6f07d6%257C0%257C0%257C638229555096269792%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000%257C%257C%257C&sdata=uuXZX5JBGAvP%252BsFxC9OexSNdtFR0tnhqM628sfoKaFo%253D&reserved=0


Todd Groce, and Professor and MacArthur Fellow Thomas Mitchell of Boston College.   

Updated: 2023-07-05

CONTACT INFORMATION
Cindy O'Donnell
cindy.odonnell@gcsu.edu
(478) 445-8668

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Rural Studies Institute

https://www.gcsu.edu/ruralstudies


Announcements Posted Thursday July 6,
2023
Final CTL Summer Workshop - By Request! Mastering Canva:
Unleashing Your Visual Creativity

Center for Teaching & Learning : Thursday July 6, 2023

Mastering Canva: Unleashing Your Visual Creativity!

Facilitated by: Jaclyn Queen

July 12, 1 p.m.

July 13, 1 p.m.

Calling all higher education instructors! Join us for an illuminating Canva Demo Workshop,
tailored specifically to enhance your teaching toolkit, with a special focus on incorporating
captivating videos into your instruction. In this engaging session, we'll explore the powerful
features of Canva, a versatile graphic design tool, and its practical applications in the realm
of higher education.

Prepare to embark on an educational journey where we'll guide you through the process of
creating visually stunning materials that incorporate engaging videos to enrich your lectures
and captivate your students. From designing dynamic presentations with embedded videos
to creating interactive video quizzes and assignments, Canva will revolutionize the way you
deliver content and promote active learning.

Whether you teach in-person or online, this workshop is your gateway to creating immersive
and interactive learning experiences. Discover how to curate and edit videos, seamlessly
integrate them into your course materials and harness the power of visual storytelling to
deepen student engagement and understanding.

Don't miss this invaluable opportunity to unlock your creative potential and elevate your
teaching to new heights with Canva. Join us and empower yourself with the tools to
captivate, educate and inspire your students through the art of video in higher education!

Register at this link for the workshop!

Updated: 2023-07-05

CONTACT INFORMATION
Center for Teaching and Learning

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/038079b408964ed7a21606297e3b2e9d


ctl@gcsu.edu
(478) 445-2520

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Center for Teaching & Learning

https://www.gcsu.edu/ctl


Announcements Posted Monday July 10,
2023
Hiring Student Assistants? Join Us for Our Part-Time Job
Fair!

Career Center : Monday July 10, 2023

The Georgia College Career Center invites you to participate in our
Fall 2023 Part-Time Jobs Fair! This FREE event is a great way for you
to share information about your on-campus, part-time job
opportunities with eager students of all classifications and majors.
Join us outside at the A&S Fountain from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. August
30, and let us help you find some great employees!

If you have an account, you can register online via Handshake. If you
do not have a Handshake account but would like to participate, please contact Carolyn
Douglas at carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu or (478) 445-5384. We hope to see you there!

Updated: 2023-07-10

CONTACT INFORMATION
Carolyn Douglas
carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu
4784455384

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Career Center

https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/40856/employer_preview?token=M8KGm8XhyTLI6sNF16TNGOvMcLXAtQWOtVMB49dNNsJkUvf4EJZbWw
https://www.gcsu.edu/career


Herpetologist and students tracked snakes this summer on
Jekyll Island

Biology & Environmental Sciences, Department of : Monday July 10, 2023

Dr. Dominic DeSantis, assistant professor of biology, and 12 students
took their snake-sleuthing abilities to the coast this summer to get a
better understanding of ways humans affect snake numbers on
Jekyll Island.

The group collaborated with the Jekyll Island Authority to especially
study the movement ecology of Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnakes. Snakes have been
individually tracked on the island for more than a decade. But DeSantis was asked to
introduce his new technology that records where snakes go, when they strike, what they eat,
how often they reproduce and how they interact.

The group placed tiny accelerometers on snakes to measure vibrations or changes in
motion. It’s important to observe rattlesnakes, because entire ecosystems can break down
without them.

“Our overarching goal for this research is to understand the movement and foraging
behaviors of snakes,” DeSantis said. “This includes how ongoing habitat management
efforts—such as prescribed burning, brush removal and habitat corridor construction—might
alleviate negative effects of human development and activity on the island.”

Students learned important skills, applying essential and emerging data collection
techniques used in wildlife biology and natural resource jobs, like radio telemetry and
accelerometry.

They were also exposed to the ongoing habitat restoration project at Jekyll Island, aimed at
balancing the needs of human and wildlife populations. This gave students a real-life look at
how many techniques discussed in class are used to achieve wildlife management goals. 

Updated: 2023-07-07

CONTACT INFORMATION
Cindy O'Donnell
cindy.odonnell@gcsu.edu
(478) 445-8668

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Biology & Environmental Sciences, Department of

https://www.gcsu.edu/artsandsciences/biology


Looking for Student Workers? Join Us for the Part-Time Job
Fair!

Career Center : Monday July 10, 2023

The Georgia College Career Center invites you to participate in our
Fall 2023 Part-Time Jobs Fair! This FREE event is a great way for you
to share information about your on-campus, part-time job
opportunities with eager students of all classifications and majors.
Join us outside at the A&S Fountain from 10 am – 1 pm on August
30th and let us help you find some great employees!

If you have an account, you can register online via Handshake. If you
do not have a Handshake account but would like to participate, please contact Carolyn
Douglas at carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu or (478) 445-5384. We hope to see you there!

Updated: 2023-07-10

CONTACT INFORMATION
Carolyn Douglas
carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu
4784455384

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Career Center

https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/40856/employer_preview?token=M8KGm8XhyTLI6sNF16TNGOvMcLXAtQWOtVMB49dNNsJkUvf4EJZbWw
https://www.gcsu.edu/career


Announcements Posted Tuesday July 11,
2023
Senior Exit Exam Registration Deadline 

Center for Testing : Tuesday July 11, 2023

The deadline to register for the Summer MGMT 4195 - Senior Exit Exams is July 12, 2023.
Students may register online by visiting the Educational Testing Service (ETS) website. If
you have questions or need assistance, please call the Testing Center at 478-445-5016.

Updated: 2023-07-10

CONTACT INFORMATION
Evita Shinholster
evita.shinholster@gcsu.edu
4784455016

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Center for Testing

https://www.gcsu.edu/testingcenter


Announcements Posted Thursday July 13,
2023
Connecting, Growing, Thriving: Writing Center Director
Attended 2023 IWCA Summer Institute (SI) at University of
Montana

The Writing Center : Thursday July 13, 2023

The International Writing Centers Association (IWCA) SI is the
premier professional development site for emerging and established
writing center professionals. This immersive event created a unique
opportunity for the GCSU university community to ensure that the
center remains on the cutting edge of writing and tutoring education.
Leaders in the field--including IWCA Executive Board Members and
published scholars on tutor professional achievement after graduating--invigorated and
inspired participants through presentations, workshops, mentoring, and networking in
Missoula, MT 26 June-1 July. Dr. Bracewell’s attendance underscores the center’s
dedication to staying at the forefront of the writing center community and continuing to
enhance its services.

Pictured is a visit to the WWII Fort Missoula Internment Camp for local and cultural
enrichment.

Updated: 2023-07-12

CONTACT INFORMATION
Joy Bracewell
joy.bracewell@gcsu.edu
(478)445-8724

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
The Writing Center

https://www.gcsu.edu/writingcenter


John Jackson named president-elect of the Georgia School
Boards Association 

Parking & Transportation : Thursday July 13, 2023

Georgia College & State University’s John Jackson, director of
Parking & Transportation and Baldwin County School Board member,
has been elected to serve as president-elect of the Georgia School
Boards Association.

His one-year term began in June. After that time, he will advance to
president of the GSBA in June 2024.

GSBA represents 180 Georgia school districts.

“I look forward to supporting GSBA’s mission and the president,”
Jackson said.

His focus is on school safety initiatives supported by the State of Georgia, Department of
Education and GSBA.

“Safety has become a major focus of public education,” he said. “Everything has changed in
the last decade, and it’s at the forefront of discussions for school boards across the state
and country.”

According to Jackson, historically school safety has not been a focus.

“Currently, there's not training or resources for school boards, so they can't make informed
decisions,” he said. “We know a lot about student performance and student success. But
when it comes to school safety, it's a new frontier, and it's changing so quickly.”

Jackson is also a member of the Baldwin County Charter School System Foundation and the
Baldwin County Early Learning Center Policy Council. He’s also served as a legislative
liaison for GSBA to help shape education policy. 

Learn more.

Updated: 2023-07-13

CONTACT INFORMATION
Margaret Brown1
margaret.brown1@gcsu.edu
4784455579

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE

https://www.unionrecorder.com/news/bcsd-board-member-john-jackson-elected-president-elect-of-georgia-school-boards-association/article_db125824-203a-11ee-82ef-cfd3406b08c7.html


Parking & Transportation

https://www.gcsu.edu/parkingandtransportation


Connecting, Growing, Thriving: Writing Center Director
Attended 2023 IWCA Summer Institute at University of
Montana

The Writing Center : Thursday July 13, 2023

The International Writing Centers Association (IWCA) Summer
Institute is the premier professional development site for emerging
and established writing center professionals. This immersive event
created a unique opportunity for the Georgia College & State
University community to ensure that the center remains on the
cutting edge of writing and tutoring education. Leaders in the field—
including IWCA Executive Board Members and published scholars on tutor professional
achievement after graduating—invigorated and inspired participants through presentations,
workshops, mentoring and networking in Missoula, Montana, June 26 - June 30. Dr. Joy
Bracewell’s attendance underscores the center’s dedication to staying at the forefront of the
writing center community and continuing to enhance its services.

Attendees are pictured at a local park after a cultural and historical enrichment visit to the
WWII Fort Missoula Internment Camp.

Updated: 2023-07-12

CONTACT INFORMATION
Joy Bracewell
joy.bracewell@gcsu.edu
(478)445-8724

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
The Writing Center

https://www.gcsu.edu/writingcenter


Announcements Posted Friday July 14, 2023
Nadirah Mayweather made director of Alumni Relations

University Advancement : Friday July 14, 2023

Nadirah Mayweather, ’08, ’10, began her new role as director of
Alumni Relations for Georgia College & State University July 5. She’ll
mix her prior knowledge and new experiences to continue connecting
alumni with campus and each other.

Mayweather was director of the university’s Cultural Center for nearly
four years. During that time, she built relationships with students,
faculty, staff and alumni.

Mentoring students was Mayweather’s most meaningful
accomplishment. She had mentors as a Georgia College student, and
she appreciated their guidance.

“We have some phenomenal students here,” Mayweather said. “I was blessed to serve in that
capacity. To help connect them to resources and watch them grow as they went through
Georgia College was rewarding. These experiences came full circle.”

As an undergraduate, she majored in mass communication with a public relations focus and
earned her Master of Arts in teaching with a concentration in English for sixth through 12
grades.

As the chief liaison with alumni, she’ll provide engagement opportunities for diverse
generations of alumni and develop programs, events, services and communication vehicles
to increase awareness about Georgia College.

Mayweather will work with staff and volunteers to ensure timely alumni outreach and serve
as executive director of the Alumni Association Board.

“I see my new position as an opportunity to keep people connected to the institution,” she
said. “I've been able to do that with students, faculty, staff and community members. Now,
I’d like an opportunity to do that in a greater capacity with alumni.”

Mayweather wants alumni to have the resources they need to stay connected. She’d also
like to tap into their resources. She sees this as a win for both alumni and Georgia College.

“It's important to make sure that the Bobcat family feels important, seen and heard,”
Mayweather said. “We must nurture one of our biggest assets—our Bobcat family—to make
sure everyone’s connected and engaged.”



“Part of creating a Bobcat nation is to have all the generations connected,” she said. “I think
there's room for growth and an opportunity for us to do that.”

Mayweather plans to keep focus on the people who helped make Georgia College what it is
today. That includes faculty, staff, students and alumni—all who understand what it is to be a
Bobcat—and help them build connections with fresh waves of students.

“I am thrilled that Nadirah has joined University Advancement as our director of Alumni
Relations,” said David Fraboni II, interim vice president of University Advancement and
executive director of GCSU Foundation, Inc. “Her experiences over the past 10 years of
working closely with many of our students, who are now alumni, will deepen the relationship
between all alumni and the university. In addition, her experiences as a double Bobcat,
combined with her warm, engaging and organized approach, will bring insights and skills to
build opportunities for life-long engagement of our alumni in support of our students and
programs.”

Updated: 2023-07-13

CONTACT INFORMATION
Margaret Brown1
margaret.brown1@gcsu.edu
(478) 445-5579

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
University Advancement

https://www.gcsu.edu/advancement


Andalusia Institute releases first podcast episode featuring
Dr. Kerry Neville

O'Connor Institute : Friday July 14, 2023

The Andalusia Institute's Writing for Success grant launched its new
podcast this week. The first episode features Dr. Kerry
Neville, associate professor and coordinator of the MFA and
Undergraduate Creative Writing Program at Georgia College & State
University. Neville and GSCU student Alexia Schauer
discuss releasing perfectionism in first drafts, finding your voice as a
writer and advice for teachers of writing. 

Writing for Success brings together writers of all levels to tell stories, share advice and
celebrate the many literary legends with connections to Milledgeville, including our famous
alumna Flannery O’Connor. Tune in to hear advice from writers and writing teachers on
Wednesdays, and hear students from Baldwin County Schools share their original writing on
Fridays.

The Writing for Success grant is a 100% federally funded, $385,000 Community Projects
Grant to support literacy in the Baldwin County community. To learn more about our project,
visit writingforsuccess.gcsu.edu and follow the Andalusia Institute on social media.

Updated: 2023-07-13

CONTACT INFORMATION
Jessica McQuain
jessica.mcquain@gcsu.edu
478-445-0816

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
O'Connor Institute

https://www.gcsu.edu/oconnorinstitute


Announcements Posted Monday July 17,
2023
High Demand Alert - Electricity Usage for 7/17

Facilities Management : Monday July 17, 2023

Georgia Power has issued a "day-ahead" Alert for today, 7/17 as higher temperatures result
in peak electricity demand that significantly impacts pricing (pricing will rise to $0.47 per
kilowatt hour during this peak demand period). Judging from forecasted temperatures, we
expect this status will persist throughout the week.   

Subject to requirements of orientation and other campus operations, consider shutting down
all non-essential lighting during the peak hours of 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.  At your discretion,
consider unplugging any equipment you deem non-essential. If you have access to windows,
use the natural light. When not using natural light, close window blinds. Turn lights off when
you leave your office. Keep temperature setpoints at 75 F or higher.   

The Office of Sustainability and the Department of Facilities Management would like to
thank everyone for your cooperation and understanding in this matter. We urge you to assist
with communications by passing this information along to the campus community.
 

Updated: 2023-07-17

CONTACT INFORMATION
Frank Baugh
frank.baugh@gcsu.edu
14784454071

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Facilities Management

https://www.gcsu.edu/facilitiesmanagement


Hiring Student Assistants? Join Us for Our Part-Time Job
Fair! 

Career Center : Monday July 17, 2023

The Georgia College Career Center invites you to participate in our
Fall 2023 Part-Time Jobs Fair! This FREE event is a great way for you
to share information about your on-campus, part-time job
opportunities with eager students of all classifications and majors.
Join us outside at the A&S Fountain from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. on
August 30, and let us help you find some great employees! 

If you have an account, you can register online via Handshake. If you
do not have a Handshake account but would like to participate, please contact Carolyn
Douglas at carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu or (478) 445-5384. We hope to see you there! 

Updated: 2023-07-17

CONTACT INFORMATION
Carolyn Douglas
carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu
4784455384

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Career Center

https://app.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/40856/employer_preview?token=M8KGm8XhyTLI6sNF16TNGOvMcLXAtQWOtVMB49dNNsJkUvf4EJZbWw
https://www.gcsu.edu/career


Announcements Posted Tuesday July 18,
2023
Music therapy student awarded Nicolet Law Scholarship

Music, Department of : Tuesday July 18, 2023

Georgia College & State University senior music therapy major Helen
Whitacre has been awarded the Fall 2023 Nicolet Law Scholarship
with her video submission about being kind and doing good through
music.

In her video, Whitacre explains what music therapy is—an evidence-
based practice. She underscores the main ingredient of musical
interventions is to be authentic and compassionate with clients. She
has served children with emotional and behavioral disorders, adults with intellectual
disabilities and older adults with motor deficiencies. In the future. Whitacre hopes to work
with vets.

She ends her video by singing a song she wrote about being kind and doing good.

She’s quoted at the Nicolet Law Scholarship website as saying, “I am incredibly grateful for
being a recipient of the Nicolet Law Scholarship. The impact that this scholarship will have
on my education, as well as my ability to serve others is immeasurable. As a music therapy
student, this scholarship is giving me the blessing of time to focus on my studies and serve
the community that surrounds me. Music has always been a passion of mine, and I am an
advocate for its ability to heal, uplift and inspire individuals. Words cannot adequately
express the depth of my gratitude for the opportunities that this scholarship allows. I am
forever grateful for the doors that this scholarship opens and the countless lives it will
touch.”

The $5,000 scholarship is given twice a year to help alleviate the financial strain of a college
education or master’s degree.

Updated: 2023-11-30

CONTACT INFORMATION
Cindy O'Donnell
cindy.odonnell@gcsu.edu
(478) 445-8668

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Music, Department of

https://nicoletlaw.com/community-involvement/college-scholarship-video-essay-contest/
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Psychology assistant professor co-writes biodiversity study
on environmental behavior

Psychological Science, Department of : Tuesday July 18, 2023

Dr. Stephanie Jett, assistant professor of psychology, recently
published a study with former co-workers from the University of
South Alabama that examines human behavior towards the
environment in the biodiverse coastal area of Mobile and Baldwin
Counties, Alabama.

The Mobile-Tensaw Delta region is often referred to as America's
Amazon due to the fact it’s one of the nation’s largest, intact
wilderness areas and wetland. The study, “Dominant attitudes and values toward wildlife and
the environment in coastal Alabama,” was recently posted by the Society for Conservation
Biology.

Jett was the only psychologist, working alongside biologists and statisticians Sarah Weber
Hertel, Jana Stupavsky, Kristine Alford, Hannah R. Hicks, Andrew Heaton, Nathan Katlein,
Brandon T. Hasting, Adam Stern, Andrew Y. Wang, Bin Wang, Scott Glaberman and Ylenia
Chiari.

“I was brought in because I was born and raised in Mobile,” Jett said, “and they were
interested in why people behave in a certain way towards the environment, which is the
realm of psychology. They also wanted to create a survey measure, which is something that
is also my area of expertise.”

A hotspot for biodiversity, coastal Alabama has native plants and animals that are
vulnerable and need protection, according to the authors. Land and wildlife management
practices in that area don’t focus on the environment. Land is often exploited for agriculture
and plantation use.

“We therefore predicted that a large proportion of the population has a dominant view of the
environment in which land and wildlife are primarily for human benefit,” according to the
study.

To test this hypothesis, the team surveyed more than 1,300 residents in Mobile and Baldwin
Counties in Alabama. They wanted to discern attitudes toward local vertebrate wildlife,
knowledge of the region's biodiversity and whether individuals value protected areas where
they live and work.

Hunting was one aspect used to examine the relationship between humans and the
environment. They discovered that hunters, overall, view land and wildlife for human benefit
more so than non-hunters. Most survey participants indicated if they came across a snake,

https://www.gcsu.edu/artsandsciences/psychology
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/csp2.12957
https://www.npr.org/2020/12/06/943088103/on-a-tour-of-americas-amazon-flora-fauna-and-glimpses-of-alabamas-past
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/


they’d kill it regardless of whether it was venomous or not. This led the team to suggest
environmental education was needed for the Southeast Alabama population in order to
protect native snakes from unnecessary harm.  

Hunters and non-hunters alike—regardless of income level and education—were also not
familiar with the area’s rich biodiversity or willing to invest money to protect the
environment.

“Our results indicate that targeted education about the unique and rich biodiversity of
Southern Alabama, compared to the rest of the United States, is needed to support
successful environmental management, conservation actions and local participation,” the
study stated.

Jett is now planning a wider study to would include the work of students at Georgia College.

In the next few years, she hopes to tie this work in with another project her students did in
2019-20 on knowledge and attitudes toward sustainability. Students in the Jett's
Experimental and Comparative Cognition lab used a variety of participants—including
Georgia College peers—to conduct this survey. They found certain personality traits, like
narcissism and conscientiousness, were related to different perceptions of sustainability
and the importance of government policies being passed by to promote sustainability.

Students may add personality traits to the biodiversity study and expand the territorial area
to include a wider, nationwide sample.

Updated: 2023-07-17
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Information Technology - Change in IT approver for
technology purchases

Information Technology : Tuesday July 18, 2023

Sonny McKenzie, our current director of Technology Support Services, accepted another
position, and his last day on campus is this Friday, July 21. Thank you, Sonny, for all you
have done. You will be greatly missed. We wish you well.

As a result of this change, please note that you should now add James Lunsford as an
approver in PeopleSoft for any technology purchases.  This change is effective immediately.
The electronic approval for technology purchases and the IT account designation are
required to meet audit and reporting requirements. 

Updated: 2023-07-17
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High Demand Alert - Electricity Usage for 7/18 - 7/21

Facilities Management : Tuesday July 18, 2023

Based on weather-driven forecasted demand across the regional power grid, peak hour
pricing for main campus will remain elevated throughout this week, particularly during the
peak hours of 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

While orientation and other priority campus operations will take precedence, at your
discretion, consider shutting down non-essential lighting and unplugging non-essential
equipment as duty permits during these peak hours. If you have access to windows, use the
natural light. When not using natural light, close window blinds. Turn lights off when you
leave your office. Keep temperature setpoints at 75 degrees F.   
  
The Office of Sustainability and the Department of Facilities Management thanks everyone
for your cooperation and understanding.

Updated: 2023-07-18
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Frank Baugh
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GCReads Faculty Facilitators Needed

First-Year Experience : Tuesday July 18, 2023

Faculty facilitators are still needed for our GCReads micro seminars
during Week of Welcome. GCReads is our common reading
experience for incoming first-year students designed to introduce
them to the GCSU classroom experience. Students will select one of
eight articles to discuss during a 75-minute micro seminar on Friday,
August 18. Faculty consistently rate the experience as “excellent” or “good,” and students
describe GCReads as a “good introduction to college.”  We invite all faculty to consider
joining us this year in delivering this first-year reading initiative. We're asking faculty to sign
up here by Thursday, July 27. Please reach out to Dr. Erin Weston at erin.weston@gcsu.edu
if you have any questions.
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Announcements Posted Wednesday July 19,
2023
July, June/July, and Summer Term Student Rating of
Instruction (SRIS) Now Available

Center for Teaching & Learning : Wednesday July 19, 2023

Your feedback matters!

We value your feedback and invite you to complete your July, June/July and Summer
Term 2023 course evaluations. The survey period is now open, closing July 30. Every survey
is confidential, and your thoughtful responses regarding the instructional aspects of the
course provide faculty with insights about course effectiveness and give insight into future
improvements for the course and programs.

Any device with a wireless Internet connection (smartphone, iPad, tablet, laptop, etc.) can
access the survey by using the instructions listed below. Once your surveys have been
completed you will no longer receive any reminder messages.

If you experience technical difficulties, please complete the following steps.

Delete your browsing history and your cache within your preferred browser
Close the browser
Reopen the browser

*For desktop browsers, to quickly open menus used to clear your cache, cookies, and
history, ensure that the browser is open and selected, and press Ctrl+Shift+Delete
(Windows) or Command+Shift+Delete (Mac).
*If you do not want to delete your browsing history or your cache, please open a New Private
Browsing window (in Firefox) or open an Incognito window in Chrome.*

Navigate to https://gcsu.campuslabs.com/courseeval/
Sign in with your Unify username and password.
If your technical problems persist, please contact Campus Labs Support.

You also received an email from
"SRISadministrator<notification@ce.mail.campuslabs.com>" with additional instructions.
We have included a snippet of the email so you know what to expect. The survey closes on
December 5.

Thank you in advance for helping our faculty improve your learning environment!

https://gcsu.campuslabs.com/courseeval/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%253A%252F%252Funify.gcsu.edu%252Fuser%253Fdestination%253Dcas%252Flogin&data=04%257C01%257Ckatherine.smith1%2540gcsu.edu%257C0dbe596f257e4e054ab908da1d8ed1a4%257Cbfd29cfa8e7142e69abc953a6d6f07d6%257C0%257C0%257C637854796496650947%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000&sdata=WMb3UYegSLCEURuAjw1NlLZHXuNEqLFo7c%252BdhBOzkss%253D&reserved=0
mailto:notification@ce.mail.campuslabs.com


Please contact sris@gcsu.edu with questions or concerns.

Updated: 2023-05-16
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Center for Teaching and Learning
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ATTACHMENT
Notes about attachments are on the second page of this document.
SRIS - Student Infographic - 2-15-22 (2) (1)_1.pdf

mailto:sris@gcsu.edu
https://www.gcsu.edu/ctl


Summertime Jazz at Amici - July 25

Music, Department of : Wednesday July 19, 2023

Come out and enjoy A Night of Jazz with GCSU Jazz faculty and
friends Tuesday, July 25, 7-9 p.m. at Amici Café in downtown
Milledgeville. It's hosted by Chris Enghauser and Don Parker. Come in
from the heat and enjoy the menu and the live jazz at Amici Café. We
hope to see you there!

Updated: 2023-11-30
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Announcements Posted Thursday July 20,
2023
ServSafe Food Safety Manager Certification - Mon. 8/7/2023
9am-6pm

Continuing & Professional Education : Thursday July 20, 2023

REGISTER TODAY

Not just for managers, this full course is also for owners, operators,
F&B directors, chefs, line cooks, kitchen managers, dietary
managers, dieticians, and anyone else who needs food safety
training and certification.

This program is nationally recognized and accepted by the Georgia
Department of Health, and the certification is valid for five years. ServSafe® training
empowers you to: protect against food-borne illness outbreaks, minimizes insurance costs,
and reduces liability. In this one day seminar, you will learn about:

potentially hazardous foods,
safe food handling practices,
purchasing and receiving standards,
the HAACP food system,
how to work with your regulatory inspection agency and more. 

The fee includes instruction and a paper exam. If you prefer to take the online exam, you will
need your laptop and Online test voucher. You will also need your book before class starts.

The ServSafe book is an additional cost and can be purchased on the ServSafe website. If
you prefer to take the online exam, you will need your laptop with WiFi capabilities and an
online test voucher (additional cost).

Updated: 2023-07-19
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Freshmen Requirements Open

Dean of Students : Thursday July 20, 2023

Hello freshman Bobcats!

You have been assigned three required programs from Georgia College & State University. 

You are required to take AlcoholEdu, Sexual Assault Prevention for Undergraduates and
Hazing Prevention for your Freshman Seminar before you arrive on campus. These
programs are open now in your GAView.

If you have previously taken AlcoholEdu and Sexual Assault Prevention for Undergraduates
from another school, please email gina.chambers@gcsu.edu, and let her know that you have
previously completed these programs. 

All three of these programs are due in August. If you are moving in for sorority recruitment,
your programs are due August 9. If you are moving in August 16 or 17, your programs are
due August 15. 

You can access these programs through GAView in the Freshman Requirements course. You
may complete the programs in multiple sittings. Each course is about an hour long. Please
note, if you have not been enrolled in a Freshman Seminar course, you will not be able to
access the Freshman Requirements course to complete these activities. You are strongly
encouraged to reach out to the Academic Advising Center at advising@gcsu.edu for
guidance. 

Please make sure that you complete all three programs before arriving to campus. 

If you have trouble with any of the programs: Please try Troubleshooting Tips, and if those
fail, submit a case to Vector’s support team here. 

If you have any questions about the programs, please email gina.chambers@gcsu.edu.
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mailto:advising@gcsu.edu
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mailto:gina.chambers@gcsu.edu
https://www.gcsu.edu/dean-students


Retirement celebration for Mark Bowen

Facilities Management : Thursday July 20, 2023

After 30 years of dedicated service to Georgia College & State University, Mark Bowen will
retire at the end of July. He left an enormous mark on our institution and will be missed by
all of us. Please join us for a drop-in reception on Thursday, July 27 from 1:30 until 3:00 p.m.
in the Pat Peterson Museum Education Room.  

We hope you will be able join us and offer well wishes.  If you would like to sign a digital card
for Mark, please click on the following link: https://www.kudoboard.com/boards/vhFYnmRK.

Updated: 2023-07-20

CONTACT INFORMATION
Frank Baugh
frank.baugh@gcsu.edu
14784454071
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ATTACHMENT
Notes about attachments are on the second page of this document.
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Announcements Posted Friday July 21, 2023
ServSafe Food Safety Manager Certification - Monday,
8/7/2023, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Continuing & Professional Education : Friday July 21, 2023

REGISTER TODAY

Not just for managers, this full course is also for owners, operators,
food and beverage directors, chefs, line cooks, kitchen managers,
dietary managers, dietitians and anyone else who needs food safety
training and certification.

This program is nationally recognized and accepted by the Georgia
Department of Health, and the certification is valid for five years. ServSafe® training
empowers you to: protect against food-borne illness outbreaks, minimizes insurance costs
and reduces liability. In this one day seminar, you will learn about:

potentially hazardous foods,
safe food handling practices,
purchasing and receiving standards,
the HAACP food system,
how to work with your regulatory inspection agency and more. 

The fee includes instruction and a paper exam. If you prefer to take the online exam, you will
need your laptop and online test voucher. You will also need your book before class starts.

The ServSafe book is an additional cost and can be purchased on the ServSafe website. If
you prefer to take the online exam, you will need your laptop with WiFi capabilities and an
online test voucher (additional cost).

Updated: 2023-07-19

CONTACT INFORMATION
Sheryl Melton
sheryl.melton@gcsu.edu
14784455278

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
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Announcements Posted Monday July 24,
2023
Hiring Student Assistants? Join Us for Our Part-Time Job
Fair! 

Career Center : Monday July 24, 2023

The Georgia College & State University's Career Center invites you to
participate in our Fall 2023 Part-Time Jobs Fair! This free event is a
great way for you to share information about your on-campus, part-
time job opportunities with eager students of all classifications and
majors. Join us outside at the A&S Fountain from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
August 30, and let us help you find some great employees! 

If you have an account, you can register online via Handshake. If you
do not have a Handshake account but would like to participate, please contact Carolyn
Douglas at carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu or (478) 445-5384. We hope to see you there!

Updated: 2023-07-24
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Cat Crew Volunteers Needed August 16 and 17

University Housing : Monday July 24, 2023

Cat Crew volunteers are needed on Wednesday, August 16 and Thursday, August 17.  WE
NEED YOUR HELP!

Register online, today.

West Campus Move-In Day - August 16 from 8 a.m. to noon.

Central Campus Move-In Day - August 17 from 7:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Cat Crew is a volunteer opportunity for faculty, staff and community members who would
like to help the on-campus students move into the residence halls and apartments.

Volunteers are needed to assist with checking paperwork, distributing water, providing
directions and most importantly, helping unload students' cars and get their belongings into
their new rooms.

For questions, contact Matthew Terry at matthew.terry@gcsu.edu.

Updated: 2023-07-24

CONTACT INFORMATION
Matthew Terry
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Information Technology Rebranding – Ask IT and IT Help
Desk

Information Technology : Monday July 24, 2023

Information Technology is rebranding!  We are working on the roll-out
of a new ticketing system that we think will be more intuitive and
user-friendly.  Along with it, we are rebranding our services.  Our
Serve Help Desk is now the IT Help Desk.  This name change brings a
new logo, email address and website.  The new email address is
AskIT@gcsu.edu and the new website is https://AskIT.gcsu.edu. 
Please make note of this updated information on any resources
where you currently reference the Serve Help Desk or the old contact
information.  You will see the rebranding starting today, and the new ticketing system will be
live by the start of classes. We welcome your feedback as we work to improve our services!

Updated: 2023-07-21

CONTACT INFORMATION
IT Help Desk
AskIT@gcsu.edu
478-445-7378

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Information Technology

mailto:AskIT@gcsu.edu
https://askit.gcsu.edu
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Announcements Posted Tuesday July 25,
2023
Important Updates for GeorgiaVIEW

Center for Teaching & Learning : Tuesday July 25, 2023

Significant changes are coming to Quizzes in GeorgiaVIEW! As of Friday, July 28, the
following updates will be in effect:

The New Quiz Creation Experience will be on by default, with no option to opt out. The
layout is changing, but it closely matches the New Assignment and New Discussion
tools.
Major changes to the quiz timing options include: 

The option to allow a grace period will no longer be available. 
During quiz setup, instructors can choose to automatically submit a student’s quiz
attempt when the time limit expires. 
Quiz Submission Views are now called Quiz Results. Additional “Views” can still be
created as before. 
Students will now be able to view the quiz description while in the quiz (“Quiz
Information” link). 
Students can choose to hide or show the timer count-down while taking a quiz. 
Students will receive one-minute, five-minute and half-time warnings while taking a
quiz. 
Instructors now have the option to designate quizzes as synchronous or
asynchronous. 

 A synchronous quiz will be available at the designated start time and last only
for the time limit specified by the course instructor. Students who begin their
attempt late will have only the amount of time remaining to complete the quiz.
For example, if the time limit on a synchronous quiz is 30 minutes and
scheduled to begin at 9 a.m., a student who begins their quiz attempt at 9:10
a.m. will only have 20 minutes to complete the quiz. 
Asynchronous quizzes are similar to the current configuration in that a student
will have the full time allotted to complete the quiz as long as the attempt
begins within the availability specified by the instructor.  
By default, new quizzes will be created as asynchronous unless an instructor
changes that setting. 

See presentation for more details on quiz timing changes. All three phases reviewed
in the presentation will be live with this update. 

In addition to the New Quiz Creation experience, the New Discussion Create and Edit
experience will be on permanently. 

https://gcsu.view.usg.edu/shared/QuizTimingImprovementsSummer2023.pdf


Updated: 2023-07-25
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Center for Teaching and Learning
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High Demand Alert - Electricity Usage for 7/25

Facilities Management : Tuesday July 25, 2023

Georgia Power has issued an Alert for today, 7/25, as higher temperatures result in peak
electricity demand that will significantly impact pricing. Judging from forecasted
temperatures, we expect this status to persist throughout the week.   

The campus community is asked to consider shutting down non-essential lighting and
unplugging non-essential equipment during these peak hours. If you have access to
windows, use the natural light. When not using natural light, close window blinds. Turn lights
off when you leave your office. Keep temperature setpoints at 75 degrees F.   

The Office of Sustainability and the Department of Facilities Management thanks everyone
for your cooperation and understanding.

Updated: 2023-07-25

CONTACT INFORMATION
Frank Baugh
frank.baugh@gcsu.edu
14784454071

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Facilities Management
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Parking and Transportation - Updated Forms

Parking & Transportation : Tuesday July 25, 2023

Parking and Transportation has updated the following form links:

Bus Charter Request

Vehicle/Golf Cart Rental

Be sure to update bookmarked links to reflect the new form URLs.  For additional
information regarding these services, please gcsu.edu/parkingandtransportation.

Updated: 2023-07-25
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Parking and Transportation
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Volunteers Needed for Bobcat Brigade 2023

University Advancement : Tuesday July 25, 2023

We are thrilled to announce the Bobcat Brigade will take place this year on Monday, August
21 and Tuesday, August 22!

We need volunteers to participate in one-hour shifts between 7:45 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the
Make-A-Wish Fountain (Next to A&S).

All you need to bring is your smiling face and willingness to help students find their way
around campus as we start the 2023 academic year! Please fill out the sign-up sheet with
your time preference(s). 

Sign-up to Volunteer for Bobcats Brigade 2023

Thank you so much and go Bobcats!

PS: A tent will be provided along with coffee and water in the morning, then lemonade and
water in the afternoon. We will also have "swag items" you can give out to students.

Updated: 2023-11-30

CONTACT INFORMATION
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New Vending Machines

Auxiliary Services : Tuesday July 25, 2023

Georgia College & State University has selected a new snack machine vendor for campus. 
Over the next few weeks, old vending machines will be removed from all buildings and new
machines will be installed to replace them.  We appreciate your patience as we make the
transition to the new vendor and look forward to your feedback on the new machines.  

Updated: 2023-07-25

CONTACT INFORMATION

DEPARTMENT WEB SITE
Auxiliary Services

https://www.gcsu.edu/auxiliaryservices


Announcements Posted Wednesday July 26,
2023
High demand alert - Electricity usage for 7/26 - 7/28

Facilities Management : Wednesday July 26, 2023

Based on weather-driven forecasted demand across the regional power grid, peak hour
pricing for main campus will remain elevated throughout this week, particularly during the
afternoon hours of 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

The campus community is urged to shut down non-essential lighting and consider
unplugging non-essential equipment during these peak hours. If you have access to
windows, use the natural light. When not using natural light, close window blinds. Turn lights
off when you leave your office. Keep temperature setpoints at 75 degrees F.   

The Office of Sustainability and the Department of Facilities Management thanks everyone
for your cooperation and understanding.

Updated: 2023-07-26
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Announcements Posted Thursday July 27,
2023
TIAA Representative on Campus for One-on-One
Consultations Thursday, 8/10

Human Resources, Office of : Thursday July 27, 2023

Ricky Pavelock, financial advisor for TIAA, will be on-campus and available for one-on-one
consultations on Thursday,  August 10, 2023.

The financial consultations will take place in Kilpatrick Hall, Conference Room #221; Ricky
will have availability from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., which means meeting availability will be
limited.

To register for an in-person financial consultation with Ricky Pavelock of TIAA, please click
this link. You will then follow the instructions below for scheduling your appointment:

Your Employer – Click Schedule
Your Workplace – Click Select
Select the State – “Georgia ”
Find your Employer – “Georgia College”, Click Select
Counseling Session Dates Will Appear (if you do not see dates, click “Next Available
Dates”)
For Additional Dates, Click Next Available Dates

Ricky will be returning to campus for additional in-person meetings on October 19, 2023. 

 

These meetings are available to any active employee who:

Is currently contributing to ORP as their mandatory retirement vendor and has elected
TIAA to manage some/all of their contributions
Is currently contributing to a 403(b) and/or 457(b) and has elected TIAA to manage
some/all of their contributions for these accounts
Is interested in opening and contributing to a 403(b) and/or 457(b) and would like to
consult with TIAA about managing some/all of their contributions

Updated: 2023-04-05
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Impact your teacher effectiveness ratings through the
Objective Selection Form

Center for Teaching & Learning : Thursday July 27, 2023

The Objective Selection Form (OSF) is open for the summer 2023 semester and ends by the
closing date of student surveys. The OSF allows faculty to identify targeted
learning objectives to measure teaching effectiveness, and faculty response to the OSF
drives summative results on the Student Rating of Instruction Survey (SRIS). The primary
indicator of teaching effectiveness is how well students rate their progress on
learning objectives that faculty mark as important or essential on the OSF. Since every
course is different, this research-based, instructor-driven model interprets teaching
effectiveness based on indicators identified by the instructor. Most instructors, familiar with
their course learning objectives, decide and mark the OSF in 10 minutes or less per course. 

You can access the OSF by visiting the "OSF Manager"
at  https://gcsu.campuslabs.com/faculty/. Also, you will receive an email from
"SRISadministrator <notification@ce.mail.campuslabs.com>" with additional instructions. 

Please contact sris@gcsu.edu with technical questions or concerns. For assistance
completing the Objective Selection Form (OSF) by matching your course learning objectives
to objectives found in the survey, please contact the Center for Teaching and Learning at
ctl@gcsu.edu or 478-445-2520. 

Updated: 2023-07-27
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Announcements Posted Friday July 28, 2023
Work Order Request

Facilities Management : Friday July 28, 2023

Dear Campus Community,

In order to prepare for the fall semester, our Facilities Management team will be working
hard to complete housing turnover and configure facilities in support of the broader return
of faculty and students. As in prior years, we anticipate a significant surge in the volume of
work requests that have customarily challenged our facilities staff as students and faculty
reoccupy resident halls and offices. During this time, we request your patience as we work
through this seasonally high operations tempo and request you submit work requests as
early as possible ahead of the broader reopening in August. Also, please be advised that
requests to hang items such as pictures, whiteboards, televisions, bulletin boards, etc. are
necessarily handled as lower priority during this time. 

Thanks again for your patience and understanding.

Updated: 2023-07-28
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Announcements Posted Monday July 31,
2023
Hiring Student Assistants? Join Us for Our Part-Time Job
Fair! 

Career Center : Monday July 31, 2023

The Georgia College Career Center invites you to participate in our
Fall 2023 Part-Time Jobs Fair! This FREE event is a great way for you
to share information about your on-campus, part-time job
opportunities with eager students of all classifications and majors.
Join us outside at the A&S Fountain from 10 am – 1 pm on August
30th and let us help you find some great employees! 

If you have an account, you can register online via Handshake. If you
do not have a Handshake account but would like to participate, please contact Carolyn
Douglas at carolyn.douglas@gcsu.edu or (478) 445-5384. We hope to see you there!

Updated: 2023-07-31
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Dance residency program by Milledgeville Allied Arts

News You Can Use : Monday July 31, 2023

Come participate in the Milledgeville Allied Arts Dance Residency
program Aug. 23 - 27, 2023. 

This program features Jason Aryeh and will specialize in African
Dance and Hip Hop classes plus performance.

Learn more. 

Updated: 2023-11-30
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