
GCSU Department of Music 
 

 

 

 

“Epic Myths and Legends” 

 

GCSU Choral Ensembles 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Saturday, Oct. 14, 2023, 7:30 p.m. 

First Baptist Church 
and Live Streamed on facebook.com/GCMusicDepartment 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Program 

 
Combined Choirs 

 

Yemaya Assessu: A Hymn of Thanksgiving (Yoruban legend)                                   Judy A. Rose 
Mia Eaton, shekere 

Cameron Sparks, djembe 
Translation: Yemaya is the Gush of the Spring. The Gush of the Spring is Yemaya. The Mother of the Children of 

Fishes is the Owner of Rivers. The Owner of Rivers is the Mother of the Children of Fishes. 

 

Women’s Ensemble 

Dr. Christopher Hendley, director 

Dr. Hue Jang, pianist 

Hallie Thompson, assistant 
 

The Braes o' Balquhidder (Scottish legend)                                      Michael E. Ekbladh (b. 1970) 
 

Where'er You Walk from Semele (Greek mythology)            George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)       

                                                                                                               arr. Earlene Rentz (b. 1956) 
Hallie Thompson, conductor 

 

Hébé (Greek mythology)                                                                    Ernest Chausson (1855-1899)  

                                                                                                  arr. Mari Esabel Valverde (b. 1987) 
Calista Koch, harp 

Translation: When Hebe, guileless and with lowered gaze, Blushingly drew near their feast, The delighted gods 

proffered empty goblets Which the child replenished with nectar. And we too, when youth fades, Vie in proffering 

her our goblets. What is the wine she dispenses? We do not know; it elates and enraptures. Having smiled with her 

immortal grace, Hebe goes on her way—you summon her in vain. For a long time still on the eternal path, We 

follow the cup-bearer with weeping eyes. 

 

Eagle Rounding Out the Morning (Native American poem)                       Joan Szymko (b. 1957) 

 

Max Noah Singers 

Dr. Jennifer Flory, director 

Dr. Lev Ryabinin, pianist 

Tyler Harris and Hallie Thompson, assistants 
 

Light from Above (Native Alaskan legend)                                               Richard Nance (b. 1955) 
Steven Taylor, cello 

Calista Koch, harp 

 

Berusa Er (Biblical story in a Haitian Carnival style)                                 Sten Källman (b. 1952) 
Dr. Rob Sumowski, claves 

Breanna Thompson, trumpet 

Mia Eaton, guiro 

Cameron Sparks, bongos 

Tyler Harris, conductor 
Translation: Intoxicate, get drunk with love! 

 



INTERMISSION 

 

University Chorus and Max Noah Singers 
 

Odysseus and the Sirens (Greek mythology)                                     Randall Z. Stroope (b. 1953) 
Addie Resh, soprano 

Jared Bryant, oboe 

Cameron Sparks, crotales 

Dr. Lev Ryabinin, piano 

Hallie Thompson, conductor 
Translation: Come to us.  

 

The Challenge of Thor from Scenes from the Saga of King Olaf (Norse mythology)           

Edward Elgar (1857-1934) 

                                   Ed. Douglas J. Walczak (b. 1970) 
Dr. Hue Jang, piano 

 

University Chorus 

Jennifer Flory, director 

Dr. Hue Jang, pianist 

Tyler Harris, assistant 
 

Dalubaling (a legend of the Rukai of Taiwan)                                              Tsai Yu-Shan (b. 1968) 
Riley Greer, soprano 

Translation: Dearest father, mother, and the people of my tribe, I am being married to the Ghost Lake. When you 

see my headdress slowly disappear into the whirlpool to the bottom of the lake, That means I have entered the 

bottom of the lake. My figure, my songs. I will remain in the tribe forever. My figure, my songs. I will remain in the 

tribe forever. My dearest Balhege, You are being married off. You are leaving us, leaving the mountains, the rivers, 

and the tribe, Being married off to the Ghost Lake. You must remember all things of the tribe. Do not ever forget. 

You must remember all things of the tribe. Do not ever forget. 

 

Celestial Dance (Onondagan legend)                                                     David N. Childs (b. 1969) 
Tyler Harris, conductor 

 

Daniel in the Lion Den (Biblical story)                                            Paul Caldwell & Sean Ivory 
Anna Ogletree, soprano 

Kaylah Sherow, soprano 

 

Combined Choirs 
 

Dance of Zálongo (Greek story)                                                             arr. Carol Barnett (b. 1949) 
Cameron Sparks, claves 

Mia Eaton, tambourine 

Dr. Rob Sumowski, conga 
Translation – Refrain: Farewell, springs, forests, mountains and hills. 

Verses: Farewell, unfortunate world, farewell, sweet life, And you, destitute homeland, farewell forever. 

The women of Souli haven't learned only how to live, They also know how to die, rather than consent to slavery. 

As if to a fair, to see the lilac blossoms, Into the abyss they go down, with songs, with joy. Fish do not live on land, 

nor flowers on the sandy beach; So the women of Souli do not live without freedom. 

   



Personnel 
 

Women’s Ensemble 
 

Sopranos I 
Shelby Gowen 

*Savannah Greene 

Akayla Miller 

Breanna Thompson 

Sopranos II 
Katie Carrouth 

*Maura Foreman 

Alyx Humayra 

Elizabeth Seidita 

Bethany Tapee 

Altos 
Sarah Crowder 

Gabrielle Godfrey 

*Hallie Thompson 

Shani Thompson 

Olivia Warnock 
 

Max Noah Singers 
 

Sopranos 
Savannah Greene 

Alyx Humayra 

Ana María Nieves-

Concepción 

Anna Ogletree 

*Addie Resh 

Savannah Young 

Altos 
Macy Beddow 

Riley Greer 

Charlie Rachel 

Campbell Ransom 

*Hallie Thompson 

Sophia Tritto 

Tenors 
Ethan Chase 

Jaiden Connel 

Peyton Curry 

*Tyler Harris 

Ben McPherson 

Preston Raburn 

Basses 
Conner Dickey 

*Aidan Fortenberry 

Jacob Hall 

Joey Johnson 

Liam Mueller 

Ian Purdy 

 

University Chorus 
 

Sopranos 
Meghan Bennett 

Rori Blackwell 

Madelyn English 

*Riley Greer 

Makiya Marks 

Ana María Nieves-

Concepción 

Anna Ogletree 

Addie Resh 

Grace Travis 

Gabrielle Van Patten 

Sally Waits 

Savannah Young 

Altos 
*MacK Arrington  

Bria Rae Bentley 

Lauren Broadnax 

Hailey Byers 

Sydney Grant 

Jenna Hemenway 

Abigail Martin  

Mary Perez 

Charlie Rachel 

Elizabeth Shaw 

Kaylah Sherow  

Erin Young 

^Hong Yue 

Tenors 
Calum Beckmann 

Peyton Curry 

*Tyler Harris 

+William Humphrey  

Liam Mueller 
 

Basses 
Aidan Fortenberry 

*Richard Guyton 

Joey Johnson 

Ian Purdy 

Jonathan Renno 

Gabriel Wade 
 

*Section Leader               ^Community Member/Retired Faculty                       +Community Member/Alum                

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete our concert 

survey with the  

QR Code.  

Thank you. 

 

        Upcoming Events: Follow us on Facebook.com/GCMusicDepartment or music.gcsu.edu  
Guest Artist Recital 

Jared Cummings, saxophone 

Hue Jang, piano 

Monday, Oct. 16, 7:30 p.m.  

Max Noah Recital Hall  

 

Music Department Honors Recital 

and Reception 

Friday, Oct. 20, 7:30 p.m. 

Magnolia Ballroom  

(Student Activity Center) 

 

Orchestra Concert 

Calin Lupanu, guest artist 

Bryan Emmon Hall, director 

Tuesday, Oct. 24, 7:30 p.m. 

Russell Auditorium 



 
 

 

 

  Impresario ($5000+) 
  

Allied Arts 
Clifford & Jackie Bell 

Lawrence & Susan Boss  

Stephen Boyle     
George & Polly Echols  

Lee Echols    
                Kenny Franks             

Gorzelany Family 
Elizabeth Weldon McCollum 
            Frances I. Miller  

Family of LTG Max Noah 
Maidana K. Nunn  

Doyle Ransom 
Tom & Sandra Rosseter  

Maestro ($2500-4999) 
 

                                     Stanley E. Mileski  

                                   Brett & Sarah Miller 

 

 
 

Virtuoso ($1000-2499) 

 

Charlotte H. Bearden 
David & Micki Carr 
President Cathy Cox  

The Episcopal Church of the 
Redeemer 

Judith Greer 
Nancy  

William & Becky Humphrey 
Stan & Marilyn McMahan 

  Mrs. Eliza G. Nesmith 
 Mary Elizabeth Phillips  

Family of Fielding Whipple 
J. Noland & Leah White          

Jim Willoughby 
Patricia P. Zimmermann 

  Artist ($500-999) 
 

Frances B. Florencourt: 
 IMO Gertrude Treanor 

Jennifer Flory  

Mike Fountain (IMO) 
Keith & Simin Hall 
David H. Johnson  

Newnan First United 
Methodist Church  

Don & Sheryl Parker 
Douglas & Kyle Rick 

Luis Samper  
 

 

Patron ($250-499) 

 

Walter M. Bowman Jr. 
Suzanne Courtney 

Dr. and Mrs. Jim Craig, Jr.  

First Baptist Church of 
Thomaston, GA 

   
  

Kenneth & Diane Saladin: 
(IMO Clyde Tipton)  

Costas and Patrice Spirou: IHO 
Harry and Valerie Wheeler 

Cliff & Gina Towner  
 

Sustainer ($100-249) 
 

Paul Accettura 
Andrew J. Allen 
Karen Berman 

Louis M. Bourne 
Charles & Melba Burrell 
Steve & Valerie Crocker 

Matthew Davis 
Mia Eaton 

Larry & Sharon Edwards 
Chris & Audrey Enghauser 

  

Robert Erst 
First United Methodist Church 

Jane & Joe Flaherty 
Thom & Heather Galloway 

Gerald & Elaine Grady 
James & Lupe S. Guyton 

Bryan Emmon Hall 
Joe & Jane Mangum 

Ellen Markwalter 
Ruth Marshall 

  

Jenny Moore 
Richard & Arlene Mueller 

Kay Newman 
Ricky & Chris O’Steen 

William & Barbara Paramore 
Mary E. Parham 

Kate & Roy Phillips 
Jennifer Piazza-Pick 

Whitney Bunting Pickett 
Harriet M. Rich 

John & Louise Sallstrom 
  

Marie H. Segars 
Sara A. Simcox 
Barbara Stevens 

Jan B. Taylor 
Maria Thorne: IHO Luis Samper 

Craig Turner 
Faye Wheat 

Harry & Valerie Wheeler 
Katie G. Whipple 

Robert J. Wilson III  
Robin & Susan Wright 

 

Friend ($25-99) 
 

D. F. Allen 
Benjamin Angles 

Shenise Burch 
Dimples Kelly Edwards (IMO) 

Elizabeth A. Fleenor 
Gladys Gates 

Donna S. Gautier (IMO 
Dimples Edwards) 

Amy Greene 
Shirley L. Gunter 

Betty Hendrix 
Stephen Holsenbeck 

Barbara Houze 

John & Lisa Kearney 
Georgia Knight: IHO Robert 

J. Wilson III 
Renata A. Kuswanto 
Patricia A. McCoy 
Richard D. Millians 
Dr. Brian Newsome  

Kayla R. Otim 
Bonnie B. Perry 

Douglas and Gail Pohl 
Dr. Eric Tenbus 

Judith E. Wilson: IHO Robert J. 
Wilson III and Barbara Rowe 

Bill & Ruby Werts 

 

 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

TO JOIN – VISIT: ALUMNI.GCSU.EDU/MUSIC OR EMAIL: MUSIC.GCSU.EDU  

OR WRITE A CHECK TO GEORGIA COLLEGE & STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 

FOR “MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS” OR “MUSIC DEPARTMENT” AND MAIL TO:  

GCSU MUSIC DEPARTMENT, CBX 66, MILLEDGEVILLE, GA 31061 

 


