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       Preston Raburn is a music major with a 

focus in education, pursuing musical excellence 

in aspiration of becoming a future band 

director. He is a member of the Georgia 

College Jazz Band, Wind Symphony, 

Saxophone Ensembles, and the Max Noah 

Singers choir, as well as Vice President of the 

Eta Alpha Chapter of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, 

the men's music fraternity on campus.  

 

 

 

Classic Overture (1794/1955)                                              Francois Joseph Gossec  

                                                                                                               (1934–1829) 

 
 

Second Suite in F (1911)                                                                      Gustav Holst  

                                                                                                               (1874–1934) 

Elise Allen, guest conductor 

 
 

Le Carnaval de Venise (1860/1986)                                          Jules Demersseman  

                                                                                                               (1833–1866) 

Preston Raburn, alto saxophone 

2023 Concerto Winner 

 
 

Down a Country Lane (1962/1988)                                                  Aaron Copland  

                                                                                                               (1900–1990)  

                                                                                                 (tr. Merlin Patterson) 

 
 

Sun Dance (1997)                                                                                 Frank Ticheli  

                                                                                                                     (b. 1958) 

 
 

Men of Ohio (1921)                                                                          Henry Fillmore  

                                                                                                               (1881–1956) 

Biography 



 

 

 
Program Notes 

Landmarks come in a variety of forms. Sometimes they are physical objects that mark boundaries or famous 

and/or beautiful objects that are meant to be preserved, and sometimes they are events that mark a turning 

point or major change in culture or history. Tonight’s concert is full of classic wind band music that have 

provided or were composed for landmarks in the history of wind band music or its surrounding culture. Our 

opening work, Gossec’s Classic Overture, was composed during the French Revolution. During the 

revolution, the masses embraced wind bands as a form of outdoor music that was different than the orchestras 

and small wind ensembles that were embraced by the aristocracy.  At some protests these bands reached sizes 

in the 1,000s.  With its classical style and form, it embraces the wind band beautifully and marks the start of 

wind bands as we know them today. 

During the golden age of the professional wind band (1835-1935), these traveling wind bands were the 

popular music of the day. Though their leaders wrote some music, such as the marches of Sousa, there was 
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very little serious art music being written for the wind band by the major composers of the day.  That all 

changed in 1909 and 1911 when Gustav Holst wrote his suites for military band. These two works are now 

cores of our repertoire and are considered the first major art works written for the modern concert band.  The 

Second Suite in F is full of English folk songs, so bridged the gap between popular and serious music 

beautifully, and represented what can be done with the wind band when in the hands of an artistic, high-level 

composer. 

Our third work was composed for a brand-new instrument, the saxophone, invented by Adolphe Sax in 1846.  

The instrument was played with a little, but eventually shunned by the orchestral world, but it was embraced 

fully by both the wind band and jazz communities. Jules Demersseman composed these variations of Le 

Carnaval de Venise to showcase what this new instrument could do. Tonight, you also get to witness a 

landmark event, as our Concerto winner from last spring performs this challenging work. Preston Raburn is a 

junior music education majo, and will honor his instrument with tonight’s performance. 

In 1962, LIFE magazine commissioned Aaron Copland to compose a short piano work intended for young 

students developing their craft.  This work, Down a Country Lane, was published in the magazine and piano 

students around the country could learn a piece by an icon of American composers.  In 1988, Merlin 

Patterson transcribed this work for wind band, taking a black and white painting and filling it with the timbral 

colors of the wind band. This transcription allowed band folk young and old, to experience the musical genius 

of Aaron Copland. 

Sun Dance by Frank Ticheli was commissioned for the Silver Anniversary Celebration of the All-City Band 

Festival in Austin, Texas in 1997. For such a celebratory occasion, Ticheli composed a work that evokes 

bright joy and dances in the sunlight and the celebration of small-town America, not unlike occasions such as 

our own JazzFest produced each April on front campus. 

We close tonight with a wonderful march by Henry Fillmore.  The Men of Ohio was composed to honor 

Warren G. Harding, who was our 29th President and the seventh from the Buckeye State. Harding was a 

bandsman himself, playing the alto horn in his hometown band, and you can almost hear him playing as the 

trombones enter with the counter melody the second time through the first strain. We hope you enjoy our six 

musical landmarks, and if you haven’t already, enjoy all the wonderful landmarks in our own antebellum 

town of Milledgeville. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete our concert 

survey with the  

QR Code.  

Thank you. 

 

        Upcoming Events: Follow us on Facebook.com/GCMusicDepartment or music.gcsu.edu  

Guest Artist Recital 

Ziqing Guan, flute 

Tuesday, Oct. 31, 7:30 p.m. 

Max Noah Recital Hall  

and Live Streamed on FB 

 

Jazz Band Concert 

“Groove in the Pocket” 

Cliff Towner, director 

Friday, Nov. 3, 7:30 p.m. 

Russell Auditorium 

and Live Streamed on FB 

Chamber Ensembles Recital 

Monday, Nov. 6, 7:30 p.m. 

Max Noah Recital Hall 

and Live Streamed on FB 
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Stephen Boyle     
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President Cathy Cox  
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  Mrs. Eliza G. Nesmith 
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Jim Willoughby 
Patricia P. Zimmermann 
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Frances B. Florencourt: 
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Mike Fountain (IMO) 
Keith & Simin Hall 
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Newnan First United 
Methodist Church  
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Luis Samper  
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Walter M. Bowman Jr. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Jim Craig, Jr.  

First Baptist Church of 
Thomaston, GA 
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Donna S. Gautier (IMO 
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John & Lisa Kearney 
Georgia Knight: IHO Robert 
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Renata A. Kuswanto 
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Richard D. Millians 
Dr. Brian Newsome  

Kayla R. Otim 
Bonnie B. Perry 

Douglas and Gail Pohl 
Dr. Eric Tenbus 

Judith E. Wilson: IHO Robert J. 
Wilson III and Barbara Rowe 

Bill & Ruby Werts 

 

 

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

TO JOIN – VISIT: ALUMNI.GCSU.EDU/MUSIC OR EMAIL: MUSIC.GCSU.EDU  

OR WRITE A CHECK TO GEORGIA COLLEGE & STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION 

FOR “MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS” OR “MUSIC DEPARTMENT” AND MAIL TO:  

GCSU MUSIC DEPARTMENT, CBX 66, MILLEDGEVILLE, GA 31061 

 


