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Class of 2023: Recent graduate wants to repair criminal justice system
For people to respect law enforcement, the 

criminal justice system must be fair and rea-
sonable—creating policies that make citizens 
of all classes and races feel safe. 
These are the words and hope of Montavious 

Taylor Sr., a Marine veteran, who earned his 
master’s in criminal justice at Georgia College 
& State University in December. 
He wants to be part of the change that makes 

justice equitable for all people. 
“I grew up witnessing the good and bad of 

the criminal justice system,” Taylor said, “from 
seeing it save families from abusive and nega-
tive situations to innocently ripping families 
apart, and I could never understand the why’s 
of the situation. So, I took my grandfather’s ad-
vice. He always told me, ‘If you don’t like what 
you see—be the change you want to see.’”
Taylor lives in Perry, Georgia, with his wife 

and three children: his daughter Kamari is 7 
years old, and his sons, Montavious Jr., and 
Anthony are 4 and 1. 
Taylor feels his biggest achievement at Geor-

gia College was not becoming overwhelmed, 
while getting his master’s and working full 
time. Balancing work, school and family was 
tricky, but he did it without going below a B or 
having to take any course twice. 
“This experience changed me, because it 

made me realize no matter how many things 
you have going on in your life, there’s no 
reason not to continue your goals and aspira-
tions,” Taylor said. “For me, it was to pursue a 

higher education. I thought at first it would be 
an impossible task to manage work, family and 
school, but this experience showed me I indeed 
can do it. Just took hard work and dedication.”
Taylor served five years in the Marine Corps 

as a legal administrator at Camp Johnson, a 
satellite base for Camp Lejeune in Jacksonville, 
North Carolina. He handled legal proceedings 
for the base, in particular Non-Judicial Punish-
ments (NJPs) which are like criminal trials but 
without juries. Taylor coordinated and managed 
cases for the commanding officer, transcribed 
hearings and made sure punishments were 
carried out properly. 
While working on his master’s, Taylor also 

worked as a veteran’s disability consultant. In 
his new job, Taylor will be an officer for the 
Georgia Department of Community Supervi-
sion. He wanted a master’s to build upon his 
undergraduate degree in criminal justice from 
Middle Georgia State University. 
“I knew I was enrolling right back into 

school,” Taylor said, “so I instantly searched 
for the best schools in Georgia for graduate 
programs in my study and applied for multiple 
schools to see what options I held.”
“Georgia College just made the process much 

easier than other schools,” he said. “Georgia 
College made the process easy and smooth, 
even with incorporating my veterans benefits to 
pay for school.”
During the online master’s, Taylor was able 

to work at his own pace. He had time to thor-

oughly grasp each concept before moving on. 
The professors were also easy to work with 

and ready to assist. 
Taylor wants to be an element for changing 

the criminal justice situation in Black com-
munities. He feels he can attack the problem 
with resiliency, honor and a ‘won’t give up’ 
attitude.
“The primary element I learned about 

criminal justice, that stood out to me, is that 
it’s two-sided and requires the cooperation of 
the community and the criminal justice system 
to function properly,” Taylor said. 
“One side cannot stand on its own, because 

it will tip the balance of the criminal justice 
system and cause it to fail,” he said.
 Being at Georgia College also helped 

Taylor see “the bigger picture in life.” Get-
ting his master’s taught him to look beyond 
himself and personal feelings, assess other 
people’s views and find ground for compro-
mise.
He might “dabble” in law in the future 

but, for now, wants to start his own security 
and investigation company with the hope of 
reshaping a positive relationship between law 
enforcement and the community. 
His advice for pursuing a higher education 

is this: 
“The task in front of you is never greater 

than the strength in you, and if you ever want 
to give up, just remember the reason you 
started and persevere.”

Monavious Taylor above and below with his daughter during his Marine Corps days.

Growing up, studio fine art senior Mattie 
Thompson of Savannah was never one to color 
inside the lines. Instead, she spent most of her 
life not believing in her art ability until her 
sophomore year of high school. She took a class 
in painting in order to graduate and fell in love 
with it.  
Thompson’s creation “Milly Squared” was on 

display at the Leland Gallery in November as 
part of Georgia College & State University’s Art 
Department exhibit, “Ephemera.” The exhibit 
celebrated senior art students and their capstone 
projects.
Milly Squared is comprised of two community 

paint-grid projects, showcasing two Milled-
geville icons—famed American author Flannery 
O’Connor, ’45 and Country Music Artist Logan 
Crosby, who Thompson has known since their 
days attending John Milledge Academy.
Thompson chose this project to become more 

comfortable working with larger audiences. She 
wanted to find a way to inspire creativity in 

adults and focus on the community.
Each painting has 96 different squares, 

which means several individuals came 
together during a community event to paint 
the 3-inch by 3-inch squares. She wanted 
the result of the two Milledgeville icons to 
be a surprise, unveiled for the first time at 
the Ephemera exhibit.
“For people who normally don’t create art, 

I think it’s important to get them to try do-
ing something outside their comfort zone,” 
Thompson said. “Then, they see the final 
piece that looks amazing. Maybe they think 
this is something they’d like to do more of. They 
can step back and say, ‘I helped make this—I’m 
a piece of this puzzle.’”
“I’ve seen a lot of kids bring their parents to 

my tables, and they end up painting together,” 
she said. “The family bonding was really special 
to see.”
Some senior citizens stopped by Thompson’s 

project table and said, “I used to love painting, 

but I haven’t picked up a paintbrush in 30 
years.” Then, they tried it and loved it again. 
“Painting gives people a space to control,” 

Thompson said. “Especially in the last couple 
of years, there’ve been very few things we can 
grasp and have complete control over. Having 
a blank piece of paper in front of you and 
making whatever you want is the most freeing 
feeling in the world. It’s a great outlet for 
anyone.”

Senior instills excitement for art in others

Georgia College & State University welcomed 
Seth Walker as the new vice president for 
University Advancement and executive director of 
the GCSU Foundation Inc. He began his position 
Dec. 1, 2023.  
Walker oversees the Foundation and leads all 

University Advancement professionals including 
Alumni Relations and Advancement Services.
He chose Georgia College because he’s 

impressed with its history and the excitement 
around the Imagine 2030 Strategic Plan.
“Georgia College has a unique story within the 

University System of Georgia,” he said. “We have 
a great advancement and alumni team that will 
be able to maximize our collective impact toward 
gaining more resources for GCSU’s students, 
faculty and staff.” 

Walker most recently served as vice chancellor 
for Advancement and CEO of the Foundation at 
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville (SIUE). 
There, he doubled the fundraising output, 
resulting in the highest-fundraising year in the 
university’s history.
“We engaged the entire campus community 

around fundraising,” Walker said. “It’s important 
to also invest in our advancement team, so 
they’re empowered to work with donors to create 
new philanthropic opportunities.”
The qualitative and quantitative metric system 

he used with development officers, deans and 
department chairs was effective in raising private 
funds. This system enables individuals to know 
how they’re tracking and shows them how to 
work strategically toward their goals.

Walker’s experience working at the Georgia 
Aquarium and United Way also gave him insight 
into corporate fundraising. It helped him un-
derstand what corporate leaders look for when 
they’re making a philanthropic investment.
Walker already had experience within the Uni-

versity System of Georgia. At Kennesaw State 
University, he was senior director of Develop-
ment over the College of Business, College of 
Continuing Education, the Graduate College and 
Global Affairs.
“My role prepared me to understand the 

depths of the University System of Georgia and 
how we operate within the system,” he said. 
“Georgia College has a unique story within the 
University System of Georgia. We have a great 
advancement and alumni team.”

Seth Walker 

Walker named VP of Advancement, executive director of GCSU Foundation

Did you know? 
Yesterday, Georgia College & State University Leader-

ship Programs hosted Rachel Galloway, His Majesty’s 
Consul General to the United States. The event was the 
first in the Usery Forum on Leadership series for 2024.
Rachel Galloway assumed her post as His Majesty’s 

Consul General in Atlanta in July 2022. 
Before taking on her current assignment, she served 

as Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the Republic of North 
Macedonia from 2018 to 2022, where she played a 
pivotal role in strengthening diplomatic relations in the 
region. 
Her diplomatic journey spans various prestigious posi-

tions, including Chair of the Mashrek Maghreb Working 
Group at the European External Action Service and 
Head of the Neighborhoods Team at the UK Permanent 
Representation to the European Parliament in Brussels 
from 2012 to 2015.
The Usery Forum on Leadership honors the legacy of 

U.S. Secretary of Labor W.J. Usery Jr.
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Tuesday 

23
Wednesday

24
Noon-1 p.m. Times Talk on staying human in 

inhumane times, Ina Dillard Russell Library.

5:30-6:30 p.m. Swing Dance Class in Miller 
Gym.

Thursday

25
5-7 p.m. Reception and artist talk for art 

exhibit “Rowing Forward Looking Back” in 
Leland Gallery, Ennis Hall. 

Friday 

26
10 a.m.-noon Teacher Recruitment Fair at 

Wellness & Recreation Center, W. Campus.

Saturday 

27


