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Flannery O’Connor’s 100th birthday parties
celebrate author’s quirks, talents — and
love of birds

Long betore Cathalic writer Flannery 0'Connor ralsed her tamous peacocks as an adult in rural Georgia,
she kepl canaries and chickens al 207 E. Charlton 51, her chiidhood homa i Savannah,

Sher made the chickens' putlits — complete with underwear — with one donning a “white: piqué coal with
a laee collar and twa buthons,” she would laber recall, Sha would wils the leashed chickens anaund lown,
and as a B-yaar-old taught a Bantam hen 1o strut backward, drawing the aitention of a photcpournahst who
fimad her ior 8 newsrael

Tine small Greak Revwal row house whare she ved with her parents from her birth on March 25, 1925,
urlil age 13 was a placa whena har imagination was fostered and ecceniricities encouraged. A caniury
Iater, it & a museun dedicated to her terary gonius and fascinating personalty, with big plans to mark the
100Mh annivarsary of O'Connoes birth.

From March 21-23, tha museum is
celabrating hee centénnial with
soc=als, spactalty tours, author 1afks
and @ bve band, culminaking in an
annual bithday party evert — with
cakeg — that will also include vendors,
games and an O'Gonnor look-alke
contest,

“H's totally wacky, and it really brings
Flannary's sort-of eocenbnic and quidky
e bo the lonelronl,” sakd Janie
Bragg, executive director of tha
Flannery O'Connor Chikihood Home
Musaum, of the annisal birthday bash,

Tha O'Connor family lved i the
home, awned by & wealthy ralative,
during the Great Depression, later
meping b Atlants i 1938 and then
thee lplawing year to Andalusia, &
tasmm on the outskirts of bdledgeville,
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Bul, har interest in wriling was avident even as a child in Savannah. Then known By ber lirst name, Mary,
T-year-old O'Gonnor wrole & book about her famity memibers and Bustrated them as birds. While the
approach appalied somé relatives, her imher celebrabed the croative effort, peinling copios or distribution.

"W knorw that sha was dated on by her parents, especially her fathar, (and) encouraged very much to be
harsell — and to ba her wnigque, eccentric, craativa Solf at that,” Bragg told O3V Mews

As an adult, 0'Connor would descnibe her younger self — with a somewhat less endeating tone — as a
“pigeon-topd chikd with a recading chin and a youlerve-ma-alone-or-1'B-bite-you complex,”

Afier baing converted inie an apariment in the 1960s, her childhood home was purchased in 1969 by local
English prodessors who founded the museum and its supposting foundation, For nearly two docades, they
worked lo réstore the housa b ihe years ihe O'Connors inhabiled it Today it includes soma of the lamy's
hemishings as wed as personal Bems that reflect their lives, including their Catholic faith,

Amaong thosa Rems is Flannery's bapfismal cenificals showing she was baptized of the Cathedral of 5L
John the Baptist, directly across the cak-fifed square fram hes home, Har b in hes parents’ sacond-floce
badroom sits under a window that frames & view ol the cathedral's spires rising over twisting tree
branches

“They had no excusa not to go be Mass every day, and they sure did.” Bragg seld of the O'Connars.
Flannary, she added. “Horally, melaphoncally, was raised undar the shadow of the Catholic Church, and i
Inilised who she was for the rest o har lils. So s & huge part of being in the bouse physically and
thinking about the way that she was raised.”

Mot of the museum’s visilors are English majors, Englsh leachers and devoul Catholics, Bragg said,
Visitors may be familiar with the faith-rocied themes thal penade O'Connor’s work. but &8 a writer, “she
really requires a lat of work on behall of her readers,” Bragg said

“i don't think you can be & passive reader whan you're reading Flanneny O'Connor.” she sakd. “She realty
requines us 1o do some critical shinking, some seif miection, And 5o | think whan you read Flannery, you
hawe 1o take your tme with 0. ... You really have 1o go back and read it again 1o realty get a better
undarstanding of what sha's tnging fo do through her stories.”

Sixty-one yiars afler O'Connor's death
ai age 39 Irem hepus, the authar
conlinuas o captivale, Har lite and
stories ware the subject of the 2021 PBS
documerniary “Flannery” and the 2023
firn “Wildcal® starring Maya Hawke, snd
in 2024, O'Connor scholar Jession
Hoolen Wison published the unfinished
manuscript of O'Connor's 1hind noved
undaer the warking tithe “Why Do the
Heathen Rage?

Cathole witer Fannany 0'COoNNO i N in an undiided phaia
(SN s phwioioouTagy 110 Sl Lat)

In nddition o thie celebration in
Sawannah, Andahisia is marking
O'Connor’s centenary March 25 wilh free
towrs, cake and talks from anists, incleding the team behind the children's beok *Strange Binds o
Flannery O'Connoe,” published in 2020, Andalusia will also host a Banger binhday cefebration March 28
wilh a8 maisic festival featuring O'Connor-inspined ol music,

“A big raason why she (0'Connar) confinues to pop up and wa continue o haar mone about hor is
bec:ause thare's bean mone pubished,” Bragg sakd. noting ithal a coliection of O'Connar's latbers b har
mathes, Reging, wera pubshed in 2022; her prayer journal was published in 2013; and a coliection of
O'Connor’s canoaons ware published in 2012,

“We keap getting mone of her weiting, and particulaty her nonfiction writing,” Bragg =aid. “We're gatting o
kncw mane about bor as o person, And she was such a fascinating person.”

Information aboul Flannery O'Connor’s centannial evenis at her chilshood home in Savannah can be
fowrnd af hitps s Rareomaeonnatiemas erpbiniae-wiokend. Infsrmanion abow cenlendial events af
Andafusia can ba foind &l ey e pduecontaniantans-al- 100



