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Program 
 

 

Piano Trio in B-flat major, Op. 11 (1797)                      Ludwig van Beethoven 

           I.    Allegro con brio                                                             (1770–1827) 

           II.   Adagio 

  III.  Tema con variazoni 
 

Rebecca Cooke, clarinet 

Steven Taylor, cello 

Hue Jang, piano 

 

 

Vox Balaenae for three Masked Players (1971)             George Crumb 

              Vocalise ( … for the beginning of time)                           (1929–2022) 

              Variations on Sea-Time [Sea Theme] 

              Archeozoic [Var I] 

              Proterozoic [Var II] 

              Paleozoic [Var III] 

              Mesozoic [Var IV] 

              Cenozoic [Var V] 

              Sea Nocturne (… for the end of time) 
 

Laurie Peebles, flute 

Steven Taylor, cello 

Hue Jang, piano 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete our concert 

survey with the QR Code.  

Thank you. 



 

Program Notes 
 

Ludwig van Beethoven’s Opus 11 piano trio was composed in 1797 in Vienna. Often called the 

“Gassenhauer” Trio, in reference to the popularity of the tune used in the theme and variations movement, 

this trio is one of several chamber works Beethoven wrote using woodwind instruments during his Bonn 

years and his first few years in Vienna. The theme of the last movement, from Joseph Weigl’s opera L’Amor 

marinaro, is said to have been so popular that people could be heard singing it in the streets of Vienna at the 

time. 
 

There is an amusing story about a competition between Beethoven and Daniel Steibelt, a famous virtuoso 

pianist/composer, relating to this music. Beethoven and Steibelt agreed to a duel of sorts involving their 

performance and improvisation skills. Part of the competition involved each of them improvising specifically 

on music by the other. After Steibelt impressed the group by playing his own variations on L’Amor marinaro, 

Beethoven took a cello part from one of Steibelt’s chamber works, placed the music upside down on his 

music stand, and played the music in retrograde, followed by variations that caused the crowd to proclaim 

Beethoven the obvious winner of the competition. Steibelt was so enraged at the outcome of these 

proceedings that he told his associates that he never wanted to see Beethoven again or even hear his name 

mentioned. 
 

Born in Charleston, West Virginia in 1929, George Crumb’s music has become well known for pushing the 

limits of the instruments involved as well as musical concepts. Crumb wrote in his introductory notes to Vox 

Balaenae that he was inspired by recordings of the singing of humpback whales, which he heard in 1969. Vox 

Balaenae was finished and premiered in New York City in 1971. It is important to note that though Crumb 

was inspired by humpback whale singing, this piece is by no means an attempt to merely imitate those 

sounds, but an exploration of the mood created by the experience. With its use of geologic epochs as 

movements, this work not only celebrates the whale’s existence through time, but also the endurance of all 

life on earth. 
 

Below are more detailed remarks by George Crumb on the musical ideas in Vox Balaenae: 
 

“The form of Voice of the Whale is a simple three-part design, consisting of a prologue, a set of variations 

named after the geological eras, and an epilogue. 
 

“The opening vocalise, marked in the score, ‘Wildly fantastic, grotesque,’ is a kind of cadenza for the flutist, 

who simultaneously plays his or her instrument and sings into it. This combination of instrumental and vocal 

sound produces an eerie, surreal timbre, not unlike the sounds of the humpbacked whale. The conclusion of 

the cadenza is announced by a parody of the opening measures of Strauss’s Also Sprach Zarathustra [also 

used in the film 2001]. The sea theme, marked in the score, ‘Solemn, with calm majesty,’ is presented by the 

cello in harmonics, accompanied by dark fateful chords of strummed piano strings. 
 

“The following sequence of variations begins with the haunting sea gull cries of the Archeozoic era, marked, 

‘Timeless, inchoate,’ and, gradually increasing in intensity, reaches a strident climax in the Cenozoic era, 

marked, ‘Dramatic, with a feeling of destiny.’ The emergence of man in the Cenozoic era is symbolized by a 

restatement of the Zarathustra reference. 
 

“The concluding Sea Nocturne, marked, ‘Serene, pure, transfigured,’ is an elaboration of the sea theme. The 

piece is couched in the luminous tonality of B major, and there are shimmering sounds of antique cymbals 

played alternately by the cellist and flutist. In composing the Sea Nocturne I wanted to suggest a larger 

rhythm of nature and a sense of suspension in time. The concluding gesture of the work is a gradually dying 

series of repetitions of a ten-note figure. In concert performance the last figure is to be played in pantomime 

to suggest a diminuendo beyond the threshold of hearing.”  
                                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                    S.M.T 
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                                    Rebecca Cooke bio.pdf                                                             Steven Taylor updated bio (1)_0.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Laurie Peebles updated bio.pdf                                          Hue Jang updated bio.pdf 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faculty Recital: Allen Duo 

Musings 

Elise Naber-Allen, flute 

Andrew J. Allen, saxophone 

Lev Ryabinin, piano 

Thursday, Sept. 4, 7:30 pm 

Max Noah Recital Hall 

and live streamed on FB 

Guest Artist Recital 

Beethoven’s Hammerklavier 

Franscisco Silva, piano 

Tuesday, Sept. 9, 7:30 p.m.  

Max Noah Recital Hall 

and live streamed on FB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Follow us on Facebook.com/GCMusicDepartment or music.gcsu.edu  

                       Jazz at the Magnolia (ticketed event) 

                                Use QR Code for tickets or  

https://www.milledgevillealliedarts.com/event-details/jazz-at-the-magnolia-3 

                                Ralph Salman, guest artist 

                                    Don Parker, director 

                              Saturday, Sept. 13, 7:30 p.m. 

                                       Magnolia Ballroom 

https://frontpage.gcsu.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/Rebecca%20Cooke%20bio.pdf
https://frontpage.gcsu.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/Steven%20Taylor%20updated%20bio%20%281%29_0.pdf
https://frontpage.gcsu.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/Laurie%20Peebles%20updated%20bio.pdf
https://frontpage.gcsu.edu/sites/default/files/2025-08/Hue%20Jang%20updated%20bio.pdf
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.milledgevillealliedarts.com%2Fevent-details%2Fjazz-at-the-magnolia-3&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.phillips%40gcsu.edu%7C471c9cf7049d411672b708ddceb3b670%7Cbfd29cfa8e7142e69abc953a6d6f07d6%7C0%7C0%7C638893993445300591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i30qoEymLLvAiJrGzMqzX70sZWeTfuR2QoJel4eTlHA%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Impresario ($5000+)   

Allied Arts 
Betty C. Baugh 

Jackie Bell 
Lawrence & Susan Boss  

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Boyle     
George & Polly Echols  

Lee Echols    
                Kenny Franks             

Gorzelany Family 
Elizabeth Weldon McCollum 

Family of LTG Max Noah 
  

Mrs. Eliza G. Nesmith 
Maidana K. Nunn  

Doyle Ransom 
Tom & Sandra Rosseter  

Maestro ($2500-4999) 
 

Brett & Sarah Miller family 
 

 

Virtuoso ($1000-2499) 
 

Charlotte H. Bearden 
David & Micki Carr 

President Cathy Cox and 
Mr. Mark Dehler 
Jeffrey M. Daniel  

The Episcopal Church of the 
Redeemer 

Jennifer Gorzelany 
Judith Greer 

Nancy  

William & Becky Humphrey 
Margaret S. Judkins 

Stan & Marilyn McMahan 
Mary Elizabeth Phillips 

  

Family of Fielding Whipple 
J. Noland & Leah White          

Jim Willoughby 
Patricia P. Zimmermann 

  Artist ($500-999) 
 

Melanie L. DeVore 
Frances B. Florencourt: 
 IMO Gertrude Treanor 

Jennifer Flory  

Keith & Simin Hall 
Sherry & Robert Henry 

David H. Johnson 
Jenny & Larry Moore  

Newnan FUMC 
Don & Sheryl Parker 
Douglas & Kyle Rick 

  

Luis Samper 
Stephen M. Stewart 

Cliff & Gina Towner 
Walker United Methodist Church  

 

Patron ($250-499) 
 

Weronica Ankarörn 
Walter M. Bowman Jr.  

Dr. and Mrs. Jim Craig, Jr.  

Ana Edwards (IMO  
Dimples Kelly Edwards)  
James & Tricia Etheridge 

Nancy E. Jay  
Jane & Joe Mangum  

Doris Moody 
Diane Myers 
Kay Newman 

Darla Pyke 
  

Kenneth & Diane Saladin: (IMO 
Clyde Tipton) 

Kristine F. Smith 
Harriett L. Whipple 

George & Rhonda P. Wood  
 

Sustainer ($100-249) 
 

Paul Accettura 
Roger & Carol Austin 

family 
Gayle Christensen Avant 

Peggy Bartolotta 
Joanne C. Battle 
Cynthia C. Beal 

Rosemary Begemann 
Sue Bennett  

Karen Berman: in honor  
of  Dr. Bradley Sowell 

Marcia Brelsford 
Janice T. Callaway 

Shirley G. Day 
Larry & Sharon Edwards 

Robert Erst 
Jane & Joe Flaherty 

Thom & Heather Galloway 
Lamar & Ruth Garrard 
Gerald & Elaine Grady  

Michael & Sylvia Graham 
James & Lupe S. Guyton 

Bryan Emmon Hall 
Jimmy Hemphill 

Steve & Lynne Jordan 
Christopher A. Karow 
David & Laura Leach 

Ellen Markwalter 
Lori & Albert McGalliard  
Richard & Arlene Mueller 

Dianna Odum  

Ricky & Chris O’Steen 
Joy & Barry Pendry 
Kate & Roy Phillips 

Sara A. Simcox 
Dan Smith 

Irene M. Staik 
Robert Tanner 
Craig Turner 

Katie G. Whipple 
Virginia Wilkerson 

Robin & Susan Wright 
 

Friend ($25-99) 
 

Owen Anderson 
Harlan Archer 

Mark G. Bailey 
Barb Bateman 

Chip & Nancy Bell 
Amanda Blackwell 
Lisa & Dan Chase 
Bernice J. Cooper 
Doyle Davidson 
Anresa M. Davis 

Dana Dolan  

Denise Elam 
Claire & Stephen Faison 

Gladys T. Gates 
Jonathan & Julie Harwell 

Torence Holmes 
Barbara Houze 

Catherine M. Howell 
Evan R. Karanovich 

Youngmi Kim 
Gary Lawrence 

Sandra Lessl 
  

Susan B. Lewis 
Roxanne & Paul Marcellino 
Patricia and Richard McCoy 

Shawn McDowell 
Lynn McEachin 

Dr. And Mrs. Alfred J. Mead 
Richard & Wanda Millians 
Renee & William Mosley 

Musica Vocale 
Aubrey E. Myers 

Kayla R. Otim 
  

Paul Rawls 
Amanda Respess 
John Shoemaker 

Karen & Mike Schmidt 
Betty B. and Rod Shearouse 

James R. Smith 
Karen & Ricky Spivey 

Elizabeth Strawn 
Jan B. Taylor 

Amedeo & Monica Tritto 
Anna E. Whiteside 

Susan Wucher  

FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

TO JOIN – VISIT: HTTPS://GIVE.GCSU.EDU/G/DEPARTMENT-OF-MUSIC/  

 OR EMAIL:  MUSIC@GCSU.EDU OR WRITE A CHECK TO GCSU FOUNDATION, 

INC. FOR “MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS” OR “MUSIC DEPARTMENT” AND MAIL TO: 

GCSU MUSIC DEPARTMENT, CBX 66, MILLEDGEVILLE, GA 31061 

 

https://give.gcsu.edu/g/department-of-music/
mailto:music@gcsu.edu

