GCSU Department of Music
Guest Artists Concert/Lecture

Expanding the Art Song Canon:

Introducing Afrikaans Art Song Literature

Bronwen Forbay, soprano
Christian Bester, baritone
Vivian Hamilton, pi1ano

Monday, Oct. 27, 2025, 7:30 p.m.
Max Noah Recital Hall

and live streamed on facebook.com/GCMusicDepartment
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Program
Kom dans Klaradyn S. le Roux Marais
(1896-1979)

Van die Lotosland waar die Lelies groei (Lied van Mali, die Slaaf)

From Vier weemoedige Liedjies Arnold van Wyk
3. In die stilte van my Tuin (1916-1983)

From Die Wind dreun soos 'n Ghoera - 'n Boesmanmite-sangsiklus

5. Die Melkweg Niel van der Watt

8. Hotnotsgot en Spinnekop (b. 1962)

Die Kind Hendrik Hofmeyr
(b. 1957)

From Vreemde Liefde, Op. 7 Hubert du Plessis
3. Die Hart van die Daeraad (1922-2011)
Oktobermaand J. K. Pescod

(1898-1985)

Staan, Poppie, staan! Jerry Idelson
(1893—n.d.)




Biographies

Hailed by the Los Angeles Times as “Impressive,” South African baritone, Dr. CHRISTIAN
BESTER, made his professional debut as Schaunard in La Bohéme for Pro Musica Theater in South
Africa and his European debut as Zaremba in Polin Blut at the Americke Jaro Festival in the Czech
Republic. Additional critically acclaimed roles include Max Detweiler (Tulsa Opera), Pa Zengner
(Painted Sky Opera), Major General, Gianni Schicchi, Don Giovanni, Count Almaviva, Belcore,
Enrico, Marcello, Germont, Aeneas, Guglielmo, Escamillo, Prince Moritz Popolescu, Basil (Der Graf
von Luxemburg), and Dr. Malatesta. Orchestral engagements include the Fort Worth Symphony,
KwaZulu-Natal Philharmonic Orchestra, Manitowoc Symphony, Lone Star Wind Orchestra, Allen
Philharmonic, and Dallas Symphony Orchestra League. As a Professional Fellow, Dr. Bester
participated in Songfest, one of the United States of America’s premier festivals dedicated solely to
art songs, working with titans in the art song field, such as Graham Johnson, Libby Larson, and Martin
Katz. His research interests focus on marginalized social groups and exposing Afrikaans Art Song
Literature to a wider audience. Several peer-reviewed articles have been published in the NATS
Journal of Singing and the Journal of the Musical Arts in Africa. Afrikaans Art Song Literature:
Translation and Pronunciation Guide, co-authored with Dr. Forbay, was published by Oxford
University Press in 2025. Dr. Bester served as the Artistic Director for Voces Intimae: The Art of
Song, a nonprofit organization that brings Art Songs to the Dallas/Fort Worth community. He is a
sought-after recitalist, presenter, and clinician with regular presentations, performances, and
masterclasses throughout the United States, the United Kingdom, Europe, Australia, and South
Africa. Dr. Bester currently serves as Assistant Professor of Voice at the Greenwood School of Music
at Oklahoma State University.

Dr. BRONWEN FORBAY, hailed by Opera Magazine for her “powerful, radiant, timbrally
beautiful” soprano, is a Durban-born South African Fulbright Scholar acclaimed across three
continents in opera, concert, and recital. Operatic highlights include Queen of the Night (The Magic
Flute), Orasia (Orpheus, U.S. premiere), Adina (L 'Elisir d’amore), Velmyra (Wading Home),
Violetta (La Traviata), and Lucia (Lucia di Lammermoor). On the concert stage, she has performed
major works by Bach, Handel, Mozart, Mendelssohn, and Beethoven, as well as contemporary
pieces like Miller’s ReWind Cantata and Mnomiya’s Ingqai sivele we-Africa.

A passionate recitalist, presenter, and clinician, Forbay has performed in South Africa, the U.S., and
Europe, including Paris’s Les Arts Georges V and Los Angeles with pianist Dr. Stephen Pierce. She
has received numerous honors, including the Standard Bank Young Artist Award (2007) and first
prize in the UNISA Southern African Voice Competition (2005). She was selected for the NATS
Intern Program in 2013 and served on faculty at the Schmidt Vocal Arts Summer Institute in 2025.
Recent engagements include solo appearances with the Johannesburg and KwaZulu-Natal
Philharmonic Orchestras, a recital with organist Dr. Charles Tompkins, and Contessa Almaviva (Le
nozze di Figaro) with the Greenville Symphony.




Dr. Forbay is an Associate Professor of Voice at Furman University and has taught at institutions in
both South Africa and the U.S. She holds degrees from the University of KwaZulu-Natal,
Manhattan School of Music, SMU, and CCM, and is the first South African woman to earn a DMA
in Voice Performance. A committed scholar and leader, she has coauthored articles in the NATS
Journal of singing as well as the “first of its kind” resource Afrikaans Art Song Literature: A
Translation and Pronunciation Guide (Oxford University Press, 2025), all with Dr. Christian
Bester. She has presented widely at NATS, CMS, and ICVT, co-founded the South Africa Chapter
of NATS (2022) and served as President of Furman’s BFSA (2024-2025).

Dr. VIVIAN HAMILTON is a collaborative artist in the Furman University Music
Department. She previously served as a Lecturer of Music and Director of Belle Voci at Furman
University, and as the Minister of Music and Worship at First Baptist Church in Greenville, South
Carolina. Dr. Hamilton has been a singer in the Robert Shaw Institute Festival Singers, where she
had the opportunity to work with Robert Shaw, and studied conducting with Dan Lewis and Edvard
Tchivzhel. She has worked with choirs at Simmons College, Emerson College, the University of
South Carolina, Northeastern University, and Clemson University. For twelve years, she conducted
the Greater Anderson Musical Arts Consortium Chorale and is a former president of the South
Carolina American Choral Directors Association. Her choral conducting experience also includes
work at Baptist and Methodist churches in Massachusetts and South Carolina, and in the public
schools of Boston and upstate South Carolina.

Formerly the Principal Keyboardist for the Greenville Symphony Orchestra, playing celeste, piano,
and harpsichord, Dr. Hamilton received her Doctor of Musical Arts degree in choral conducting
from the University of South Carolina, her Master’s degree in piano performance from New
England Conservatory of Music, and her Bachelor’s degree in Music Education from Furman

University.
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Upcoming Events:
Follow us on Facebook.com/GCMusicDepartment or music.gcsu.edu
Jazz Jam Session at Amici’s Artober GCSU Jazz Band Chamber Ensembles Concert
Hosted by GCSU Students and Faculty | Wednesday, Concert Bryan Hall, coordinator
Tuesday, Oct. 28, 7-9 pm Oct. 29, Don Parker and Jay Thursday, Nov. 6,
Amici Café 5-7 pm Wucher, directors 7:30 p.m.
downtown Milledgeville Ennis Hall | Friday, Oct. 31, 7:30 p.m. Max Noah Recital Hall
Russell Auditorium




FRIENDS OF MUSIC

TO JOIN — VISIT: HTTPS://GIVE.GCSU.EDU/G/DEPARTMENT-OF-MUSIC/
OR EMAIL:

INC. FOR “MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS” OR “MUSIC DEPARTMENT” AND MAIL TO:
GCSU MusIC DEPARTMENT, CBX 66, MILLEDGEVILLE, GA 31061

Maestro ($2500-4999)
Brett & Sarah Miller family

Virtuoso ($1000-2499)

Charlotte H. Bearden

The Episcopal Church of the William & Becky Humphrey
David & Micki Carr Redeemer Margaret S. Judkins
President Cathy Cox and Jennifer Gorzelany Stan & Marilyn McMahan
Mr. Mark Dehler Judith Greer Mary Elizabeth Phillips
Jeffrey M. Daniel Nancy
Artist (8500-999)
Melanie L. DeVore Keith & Simin Hall Newnan FUMC
Frances B. Florencourt: Sherry & Robert Henry Don & Sheryl Parker
IMO Gertrude Treanor David H. Johnson Douglas & Kyle Rick
Jennifer Flory Jenny & Larry Moore
Patron ($250-499)
Weronica Ankardrn James & Tricia Etheridge Doris Moody
Walter M. Bowman Jr. Barbara Funke Diane Myers
Suzanne P. Courtney Nancy E. Jay Kay Newman
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Craig, Jr. Jane & Joe Mangum Darla Pyke
Ana Edwards (IMO Milledgeville Baldwin County
Dimples Kelly Edwards)
Sustainer ($100-249)
Paul Accettura Karen Berman: in honor Michael & Sylvia Graham
Roger & Carol Austin of Dr. Bradley Sowell James & Lupe S. Guyton
family Marcia Brelsford Bryan Emmon Hall
Gayle Christensen Avant Janice T. Callaway Jimmy Hemphill
Peggy Bartolotta Shirley G. Day Steve & Lynne Jordan
Joanne C. Battle Larry & Sharon Edwards Christopher A. Karow
Cynthia C. Beal Robert Erst David & Laura Leach
Rosemary Begemann Jane & Joe Flaherty Ellen Markwalter
Sue Bennett Thom & Heather Galloway Lori & Albert McGalliard
Lamar & Ruth Garrard Richard & Arlene Mueller
Gerald & Elaine Grady

Dianna Odum

Friend ($25-99)
Denise Elam
Claire & Stephen Faison
Gladys T. Gates

Owen Anderson
Harlan Archer
Mark G. Bailey
Barb Bateman

Susan B. Lewis
Roxanne & Paul Marcellino
Patricia and Richard McCoy

Jonathan & Julie Harwell Shawn McDowell
Chip & Nancy Bell Torence Holmes Lynn McEachin
Amanda Blackwell Barbara Houze
Lisa & Dan Chase

Dr. And Mrs. Alfred J. Mead
Richard & Wanda Millians
Renee & William Mosley
Musica Vocale
Aubrey E. Myers

Kayla R. Otim

Catherine M. Howell
Evan R. Karanovich
Youngmi Kim
Gary Lawrence
Sandra Lessl

Bernice J. Cooper
Doyle Davidson
Anresa M. Davis
Dana Dolan

MUSIC(@GCSU.EDU OR WRITE A CHECK TO GCSU FOUNDATION,

Impresario ($5000+)
Allied Arts Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Boyle Gorzelany Family
Betty C. Baugh George & Polly Echols Elizabeth Weldon McCollum
Jackie Bell Lee Echols Family of LTG Max Noah
Lawrence & Susan Boss Kenny Franks

Betty B. and Rod Shearouse

Mrs. Eliza G. Nesmith
Maidana K. Nunn
Doyle Ransom
Tom & Sandra Rosseter

Family of Fielding Whipple
J. Noland & Leah White
Jim Willoughby
Patricia P. Zimmermann

Luis Samper
Stephen M. Stewart
Cliff & Gina Towner
Walker United Methodist Church

Kenneth & Diane Saladin: (IMO
Clyde Tipton)
Sara A. Simcox
Kristine F. Smith
Harriett L. Whipple
George & Rhonda P. Wood

Ricky & Chris O’Steen
Joy & Barry Pendry (IMO
Rostam Radamez Hall)
Kate & Roy Phillips
Dan Smith (IMO Rostam
Radamez Hall)
Irene M. Staik
Robert Tanner
Craig Turner
Katie G. Whipple
Virginia Wilkerson
Robin & Susan Wright

Paul Rawls
Amanda Respess
John Shoemaker

Karen & Mike Schmidt

James R. Smith
Karen & Ricky Spivey
Elizabeth Strawn
Jan B. Taylor
Amedeo & Monica Tritto
Anna E. Whiteside
Susan Wucher
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