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>> GEORGIA COLLEGE

GCSU students start battery recyclmg campaign

hﬂnvhhn'l.nﬂa'

A e of five Georgia
Caollege & State Univer-
sty students crganized
a two-week hattery recy-
cling competition from
Maow. 3-13 at Midway Hills
Acsdemy

The stindents wene
all part of a campaggn
capstone class taught by
Do yaio X, Last
u--:mmahrmﬁ

1o create campaigns
in differemt perepectives
in X% class Xun
stated that she recom-
mwels stadents to try the
campaigns they crafted in
class when r||.=|lrl.lnr|||n;:
their capstons projecis.

Mass commrunication
students Olivia Gemtry
and Sairsha Connor were
v of the leadiers af the

and stafed that
tery recycling
mmlulg;n Wik an exanypde

fircom Last vear's n-lu::
“When planni
ﬁ if; e h::m'h
ntify our target, w
u'rrlrl:urtﬂ-mml.in
students because they are
Al o becoma
fm:im-n hshéts
early and can tanget
iheir pasents, which
expands the im of the
can ul Crend
'::I:'a ay Hills I-_'I-mlln
tarys [rOETETS
'I.i'.ﬂ;a.hl* i l;ll-lli: fi n||.‘||:|.'||.-
progect i we chnse
thieer B e ansr Ranged for
this imitial camypaign,”
astlide] Coorimar.
According to Electronke
Cyeling and IT Ascet
Dispasation, batterie
contain multiple toxic
chemicalzint
make=ug which can cose
significant esnvironmental
prodluthos i Bot disposed
n'l'prqwrh Do B this, it
s not abways safe to thnow
habteries in the trash can.

-

ARRA GAY LEAVTTTAGCS)

Im bess than two weeks, students at Midway Hills
Academy collected 2T pownds of batteries for

racyeling.

“When a batteryis
spenit, vou have the steed,
hrass, rine, manganes:
dimdide, and potassiom
||:|'|] ml.u]i:' perriaand . 1F
vou throw it cut, over time,
it breaks down ansd
it the sodll, gron abef,
amnd even air. You might
think it's ckay becanse it's
in & lined dunyp site, bt #t
lakes tirme for a battery to
break down in & enownd of
Iuried trash,” the article
ALales

According 1o call-

Irecyche (Fendgia is
wdwﬁmiﬁm
household battery recy-
eling pequirenseets and
battery drop-off kecations
in Baldwin CaiEniy are
limmited

D ti Lhesior reasons
Geentry and Connor,
a ide Clary Eldell,
mvlm Ablan
MeGowan, connected

with multiphe organiea-
o 1o mot only be shie
Lo codlect the battemnes but

wnsaiee the salie disposal of
each one. . |

“1 spake with Josh
Lss=iter af the Battery
Warehouse, and he
r:-.[-l.-lurrdﬂm they ship
the batteries in balk to
thear certified recvclers
every week by the fsll
truckioad. He also shared
an article that outlines the
fall recycling process used
I theetr certalind parieees
o s =0 we cowkd under-
stand the full soope,” sakd
Ceentry,

The group’s goal was
o callect BI04 BaRberics,
though the exact number
wak nod cotnbed, and the
end weight was 27 poands
ol batteries donated by
elementary siodemts

“We were pleasanily
wan'\-nh-'l'ﬂi.ll e 11
turned out,” said Gentry,
Comnor addid, “The kids

invested and
excited for the end eelebrs-
tion, where we partnered
with Chick-fl-A 1o provade
a meal. All cur prepa-
ralions for cur ki3, the

X ance of the Chick-
f1l-A oow, and more on the
(et alay bedd the studenis
to et evcited amd want o
wallect and donate,”

The initial visit to
Mihway Hills Acacemsy
sl included u-mmn?
mikile coloring sheet. It was
imlormational for stusdents
and parents to ensure they
understoesd the campe-
tithnn ansd the envinon-
merital benefit of donating
heir hatieres

“This was as much about
education as it was shoian

ion, Studenis

o uEcherstand wiy
they were collecting and
donating amd what woukd
happen to the batteries,
if theey were going o
arnticme bomake the best

became v

chiice affter the emd af'the
conspetition,” said Connor,
GCS s Oifffice of
Sastalnability collected the
t batteries and sent
m R the Battiery Ware-
, where they will
bz et of by truckload.
Mevording to Eleetromnic
Cyoling and IT Axset
Dkspesitian, the batteries
are “often shredded in
giant shredders that break
1 e hatberies inbo small
preces. The shredded
material passes through
magnets to separate the
metal componenls from
pagper, plastic, and the
porwders.” Steed can be
e Mead denwn, &eowell as
plastic, and remsed to
make new pradhacts,
“Whint's calbed the
black mass core, which
is the msgmesham axide
amd other materials are
|.mmm.! En a kil 1o
transform them o mate-
rials that can be peused

ANHA CAY LEMTT Tl 5
Midway Hills Acaderny after-ichool program students chesr a1 the
annourcement of achiering their goal. To celebrate their recyding
accomplishment itudents received Battery Hero campaign swasg, Chack-Fil-A
nuggets and cookies, and a visit from the ChidiefilA oow.

the artiche stales. ™ As you
recyvele larger quantities of
batteries, it helps reduce
thae neoesd fos milnleg of
raw steel ore. It redoces
thee anzemiet of petroloim
o mnke new
plastic peliets. Recy-
clieg mp;:'urr.-'..inmlhr
econoy, which is going to
bl the exrvircnenent and
raw meineral sapplies in the
run.

In Deceenber, Xia amd
her students will meet
with I‘thmu ‘..'III.II'I!E.TH
ﬂ'l.q:l-rnntﬂhi!ﬂ'l I, .
tina Brooks to disass
ORI EXPETESTL BOT0ES
the schonol district. Xu
it there are abso plans
fior ber fufure campaign
capsion clases 1o
continue the project and
tecsled compsetitions in more
scheals, Connor staied she
alsn plans toostay imvoboed
after this peenester, as ghe
will remain in Milled-
geville after graduating.



