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Biographies 
 
             Praised for his “dazzling performance” by the New York Times and “scintillating 

playing” by New York Classical Review, violinist Ari Streisfeld has quickly established himself 

as a leader in contemporary classical music. A founding member of the internationally acclaimed 

JACK Quartet, Ari has performed in the world’s leading concert halls and festivals. He has 

collaborated with many of today’s most prominent composers including John Luther Adams, 

Caroline Shaw, Julia Wolfe, and has recorded for Mode, Albany, Carrier, Innova, Cantaloupe, 

New Focus, Navona, and New World Records. 

            Together with his wife, mezzo-soprano Rachel Calloway, Ari formed Duo Cortona, a 

contemporary music ensemble dedicated to the creation of new works for the unique 

instrumentation of mezzo-soprano and violin. He is also a member of Shir Ami, an ensemble 

dedicated to the performance and preservation of Jewish art music.  

Program 
 
Baal Shem                                                                                          Ernest Bloch  

    Vidui                                                                                          (1880–1959)    

    Nigun 

    Simchas Torah 

 
 

Sarabande from Partita no. 2 in D Minor                         Johann Sebastian Bach  

                                                                                                           (1685–1750) 

 
 

Sonata no. 2 for solo violin                                                      Grazyna Bacewicz   

                                                                                                           (1909–1969) 

 
 

Violin Sonata in E Minor, Op. 82                                                    Edward Elgar  

    Allegro                                                                                      (1857–1934) 

    Romance: Andante 

    Allegro non troppo 



            A passionate and committed music educator, Ari is currently Associate Professor of 

Violin and Violin Pedagogy at the University of South Carolina School of Music, Music Director 

for Point CounterPoint (Vermont), Artistic Director for the Cortona Sessions for New Music 

(Netherlands), and a faculty coach at the Lucerne Festival Academy (Switzerland). He 

previously taught violin and chamber music at New York’s Special Music School, Face the 

Music, and New Music on the Point.   

            Ari performs on a beautiful Benjamin Ruth violin made in 1997 and a bow crafted by 

bowmaker Gilles Nehr in 2024. He holds degrees from the Eastman School of Music (Bachelor 

of Music), Northwestern University (Master of Music), and Boston University (Doctor of 

Musical Arts). His teachers include Zvi Zeitlin, Almita Vamos, and Peter Zazofsky.  

www.aristreisfeld.com 

 

 

 

            Dr. Lev Ryabinin graduated with distinction from the Kharkov Institute of Arts, 

Ukraine, continued his education at the Samuel Rubin Academy of Music at Tel-Aviv University 

and received his Master’s Degree in Piano Performance from Roosevelt University in Chicago. 

Dr. Ryabinin earned his Doctor of Musical Arts in Piano Performance and Pedagogy from the 

University of Iowa, where he held a three-year teaching assistantship. Dr. Ryabinin won First 

Prize in the Tel-Aviv Academy Competition and was a finalist in the Kankakee Piano Concerto 

Competition. Dr. Ryabinin has worked as a collaborative pianist/accompanist for Interlochen 

Center for the Arts, Chicago Opera Theater, Roosevelt University, the University of Iowa, and 

numerous music theatre productions. He has also presented recitals in Germany, Ukraine, 

Israel, Spain and the United States. Dr. Ryabinin currently serves as staff accompanist and piano 

instructor at Georgia College. 

 

 

 

 

                

 
 

 

Please complete our concert survey 

with the QR Code.  

Thank you. 

Upcoming Events 

Follow us on Facebook.com/GCMusicDepartment or music.gcsu.edu 

Guest Artist Recital 

Nick May, saxophone 

Alex Li, piano 

Thursday, Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m. 

Max Noah Recital Hall 

Guest Artist and Faculty   

String Chamber Music 

Tuesday, March 3, 7:30 p.m. 

Max Noah Recital Hall 

Jazz Band Concert 

Jay Wucher, director 

Thursday, March 12, 7:30 p.m. 

Russell Auditorium 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aristreisfeld.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckate.phillips%40gcsu.edu%7C03676f5125c348426dbe08de6360df5b%7Cbfd29cfa8e7142e69abc953a6d6f07d6%7C0%7C0%7C639057465056010731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rI1Jf0uKvceSbK1lk6X37dyLlh4TNMXpgRdMXZXU%2BPA%3D&reserved=0


FRIENDS OF MUSIC 

TO JOIN – VISIT: HTTPS://GIVE.GCSU.EDU/G/DEPARTMENT-OF-MUSIC/, EMAIL: MUSIC@GCSU.EDU, OR  

WRITE A CHECK TO GCSU FOUNDATION, INC. FOR “MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS” OR “MUSIC 

DEPARTMENT” AND MAIL TO: GCSU MUSIC DEPARTMENT, CBX 66, MILLEDGEVILLE, GA 31061  

 Impresario ($5000+)   

Allied Arts 
Betty C. Baugh 

Jackie Bell 
Lawrence & Susan Boss  

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Boyle   
Community Foundation  

of Central Georgia   
George & Polly Echols  

Lee Echols 

  Kenny Franks             
Gorzelany Family 

Elizabeth Weldon McCollum 
Family of LTG Max Noah 

Mrs. Eliza G. Nesmith 
Maidana K. Nunn  

Doyle Ransom 
Tom & Sandra Rosseter 

Maestro ($2500-4999) 
 

Brett & Sarah Miller family 
 

 

Virtuoso ($1000-2499) 
 

Charlotte H. Bearden 
David & Micki Carr 

President Cathy Cox & 
Mr. Mark Dehler 
Jeffrey M. Daniel 

The Episcopal Church of the 
Redeemer 

Jennifer Gorzelany 
Judith Greer 

Nancy 

William & Becky Humphrey 
Margaret S. Judkins 

Stan & Marilyn McMahan 
Mary Elizabeth Phillips 

Family of Fielding Whipple 
J. Noland & Leah White          

Jim Willoughby 
Patricia P. Zimmermann 

 

Artist ($500-999) 
 

Melanie L. DeVore 
Frances B. Florencourt: 
 IMO Gertrude Treanor 

Jennifer & William Flory 

Keith & Simin Hall 
Sherry & Robert Henry 

David H. Johnson 
Jenny & Larry Moore 

Newnan FUMC 
Don & Sheryl Parker 
Douglas & Kyle Rick 

Luis Samper 

Stephen M. Stewart 
Cliff & Gina Towner 

Walker United Methodist Church 

 

Patron ($250-499) 
 

Weronica Ankarörn 
Walter M. Bowman Jr.  
Suzanne P. Courtney 

Dr. & Mrs. Jim Craig, Jr. 
Ana Edwards: IMO  

Dimples Kelly Edwards 

James & Tricia Etheridge 
Barbara Funke 
Nancy E. Jay  

Jane & Joe Mangum 
Milledgeville Baldwin County 

Doris Moody 

Diane Myers 
Kay Newman 

Darla Pyke 
Kenneth & Diane Saladin:  

IMO Clyde Tipton 
Sara A. Simcox 

Kristine F. Smith 
Harriett L. Whipple 

George & Rhonda P. Wood 

 

Sustainer ($100-249) 
 

Paul Accettura 
Roger & Carol Austin Family 

Gayle Christensen Avant 
Peggy Bartolotta 
Joanne C. Battle 
Cynthia C. Beal 

Rosemary Begemann 
Sue Bennett 

Karen Berman: IHO  
Dr. Bradley Sowell 
Marcia Brelsford 

Janice T. Callaway 
Shirley G. Day 

Larry & Sharon Edwards 
Robert Erst 

Jane & Joe Flaherty 
Thom & Heather Galloway 

Lamar & Ruth Garrard 
Gerald & Elaine Grady 

Michael & Sylvia Graham 
James & Lupe S. Guyton 

Bryan Emmon Hall 

Jimmy Hemphill 
Steve & Lynne Jordan 
Christopher A. Karow 
David & Laura Leach 

Ellen Markwalter 
Lori & Albert McGalliard  
Richard & Arlene Mueller 

Dianna Odum 
Ricky & Chris O’Steen 

Joy & Barry Pendry: 
IMO Rostam Radamez Hall 

Kate & Roy Phillips 
John W. Shoemaker 

Dan Smith: IMO 
Rostam Radamez Hall 

Irene M. Staik 
Robert Tanner 

Craig M. & Sharon Turner 
Katie G. Whipple 

Virginia Wilkerson 
Robin & Susan Wright 

 

Friend ($25-99) 
 

Owen Anderson 
Harlan Archer 

Mark G. Bailey 
Barb Bateman 

Chip & Nancy Bell 
Amanda Blackwell 
Lisa & Dan Chase 
Bernice J. Cooper 
Doyle Davidson 
Anresa M. Davis 

Dana Dolan 

Denise Elam 
Claire & Stephen Faison 

Gladys T. Gates 
Jonathan & Julie Harwell 

Torence Holmes 
Barbara Houze 

Catherine M. Howell 
Evan R. Karanovich 

Youngmi Kim 
Gary Lawrence 

Sandra Lessl 

Susan B. Lewis 
Roxanne & Paul Marcellino 
Patricia and Richard McCoy 

Shawn McDowell 
Lynn McEachin 

Dr. & Mrs. Alfred J. Mead 
Richard & Wanda Millians 
Renee & William Mosley 

Musica Vocale 
Aubrey E. Myers 

Kayla R. Otim 

Paul Rawls 
Amanda Respess 

Karen & Mike Schmidt 
Betty B. and Rod Shearouse 

James R. Smith 
Karen & Ricky Spivey 

Elizabeth Strawn 
Jan B. Taylor 

Amedeo & Monica Tritto 
Anna E. Whiteside 

Susan Wucher 

https://give.gcsu.edu/g/department-of-music/
mailto:music@gcsu.edu

