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Perea and Linder are joined by conumevity members
LaTring Howell, John Cotfen and Lake Opperman on The
Liion-Recorder editoriael board, Oher editorials are formed
ety By e Bogared,

Remembering
9/11

wenty-five vears have passed.
A generation of young people has come

of age in a world vastly different from the one we
knew just moments before the first plane struck the
North Tower.

Our nation has changed. Our world has changed.
Our outlook has changed.

Flight 11, a hijacked a commercial jetliner, struck
the North Tower of the World Trade Center at 8:46
a.m., searing the collective conscience of the civi-
lized world. Seventeen minutes later, at g:o3, Flight
175 struck the South Tower. Miles away, a third
plane hit the Pentagon, then Flight g3 was downed
in a Pennsylvania field,

In the aftermath, the World Trade Center towers
lay in tragic ruin.

So much has changed since that day — our out-
look on the world, how we view or national security.

Those of us who are old enough can all still vividly
recall where and where we were when we each first
learned of the events of that day. For many of us,
the memories, our reactions are still clear. Wheth-
er we knew someone in New York, Washington or
Pennsylvania on the day of the attacks, or had never
visited either city at all, we know the time, We still
know the place. We are still are moved by our recol-
lections of that moment.

The stories and the lives of those who perished in
the attacks and in the Global War on Terror aren't
partisan or political, Their stories are human sto-
ries, Ones we shouldn’t forget.

Reflecting on these events is also a reflection on
the human experience. How we grieve. How we
cope. How we carry on. It's all a part of the story.
Our story as individuals,

Our story as a nation,

This colimn represents the opinion of The Union-Recorder
and its Editorial Board. Confact Edifor Nitalie Davis Linder,
gri-gag-rgnz, or email Netobie Linderi@ UnionRecorder.oom
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seson for the first time gince 2005. IS a great
rivalry that should be played every year. Heresa
bk at the first time Baldwin best Dublin, [ was

Neil Armstrong was walking on the moon,
and half-g-million hippics were attending the §
Woodstock Music Festival,

Members of the Baldwin High Braves foothall
team — [ was one of them - were sweating in the
brutal Milledgeville leat, trying to get in shape
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When Baldwin beat Dublin

MOTE: I was glad to see that Baldwin played Dublin this

Monty Kennedy, Hector Mendez, Gordon Dickens and

me.

schoo] history?

Wi combinesd with a large and talented group
ofjuniors to formm a tearm with high expectations,
We: coubd abwanys beat those northeast Geor-
' gia schools, such as Hart, Elbert, Stephens and
Franklin counties. But the real question was:
Could we finally beat Dublin for the first time in

Baldwin had endured an o-10 drought against
thee Irish. Dublin's Beasley hrothers were our

s - B2%

for the upooming season. biggest nemesis, Willie was the litest Beasley,
It waes the summer of 1969, Hick and he playved quarterback like he was Johnny
Baldwin had a finst-vear eoach, Curt Douglas, Millians Manziel, running and passing,

who brought in a new offense, a different block- Celurmnist We finally beat them, and it was fromt-page

ing scheme and comprehensive scouting reports WS T o,

O PO Opponents,
We had asmall core of seniors: Jim Harper, Mike Wood,

Mike Culberscn, Baster Whitaker Charles Middlebrooks, Soe MILLIANS, page 55
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POLL RESULTS

Have you decided who you're vating
fior in the Novemiber general election’?

POLL: Are you cutting back on travel
due to gas prices?

Vote online now at

No- 18% www.unionrecorder.com

LETTER TO THE EpiTOR

Never forget — Sept. 11, 2001

Twenty-five vears ago, America experienced a day we
must never forget.

I was at my family funeral home business making fu-
neral armngements when my office manager came in and
tobd e what was happening. My staff and [ were stunned,
1 chessed the business so everyone could go home, be with
their farmilies, and watch as the tragedy anfolded,

Americans came together—not as Democrats or Repuobli-
s, but as Americans,

“Twenty-five vears later, we roest tell the next generation
what happened, honor those we bost, remember those who
served, and pever take our freedom for gramted,

Mary God contimee to bless the Bumilies who camy the
memories of that termible day, and may God bless the Unit-

At the time, I was also ranning for Mayor of Milledgeville.  ed States of America.
1 immediatety suspended my campaign for two weeks, Remember the lives. Homor the sacrifice. Stand together
Some moments are bigger than politics. Septernber 11 &5 Americans. Never Forget.

was one of them.
Nesrly 000 innooent Tves were lost. First respond-
ers ran towand danger. And in the diys that followed,

Liberal arts still matter to students and
are valuable for Georgia’s workforce

EIMTOR'S NOTE: Georgia College 8
State University President Cathy Cox ex-
Mores how the institution’s current period
af record-breaking enrollment growth illus-
trates the enduring velue of a kigh-geality
liberal arts education to current shudents
aned ermplogers alike, in o Quest essay origi-
rally published in the Atlanta Journal Con-
stitution and provided belows,

State Rep. Floyd Griffin
D-Milledgeville

commitment to public liberal arts educa-
tion, students are affirming the wisdom of
that decision in record numbers.

This fall, Georgia College & State Uni-
versity welcomed its largest-ever incoming
class of 1,849 students from a record pool of
o, b0 applicants, some 5% of whom are
Georgia residents. That will bring GCSU's
overall enrollment this fall to an all-time
high of nearly 7,500 undergraduate and
graduate students. Our fourth consecutive

Cathy Cox

Columnist

Gmrgi,a College & State University ad-
opted its current liberal arts mission
a0 vears ago and continues to innovate in the Al era.

Thirty years after Georgia made a landmark Sea DON, page 54

learning  because it iz

Cox

Continued from page 44

vear of unprecedented de-
mand, this growth serves
as powerful evidence that,
as markets move aml stu-
dent expectations rise, a
high-quality liberal arts
cducation remains more
relevant than ever.

The FeRsOn i
adaptability.

Regardless of field, mos-
tering the skills central to
the liberal arts — critical
thinking, communication,
teamwork, problem-solv-
ing — serves praduates
well. Those competencies
adjust to emerging tech-
nelogies and roll with the
tides of industry shifts.

Waorkforee  data
forees the point.

According to the Amer-
ienn Association of Col-
leges  and  Universities,
employers are up to 81%
mare likely to hire gradu-
ates who have participat-
ed in expericnees such as
undergraduate  research,
internships, study abroad,
leadership PrOgrams
and  community-engaged

rein-

through experiences like
these that students learn
broader  analytical  and
interpersonal  skills. At
Georgia College, 93% of
students  report  taking
part in experiences like
these — beginning in their
first year.

Opportunities to bearn
by doing as a freshman or
sophomore are not typi-
cal ot lamger universities,
By keeping classes small,
though — 75% of courses
at Georgia College have
fewer than 30 students —
scholars get unparalleled
aceess to their professors
and to hands-on learning
experiences  inside  and
outside of the dassroom.

Our recent Research Doy
offered a snapshot of these
benefits, The largest event
of its kind in GCSU histo-
ry, this event showeased
nearly 300 student-re-
searchers who, guided by
faculty mentars, learmned
through their work how
to  investigate, collabo-
rate, test ideas, respond to
feedback and explain their
conclusions,  Those  are
libeeral arts — and work-
force-ready — skills.

The emphasis on expe-
ricntial learning iz also
reflected in the GCSU cur-
riculum, which is offersd
exclusively in-person
during the regular fall and
spring semesters, Our stu-
dents want to be face-to-
foce with their professors
and classmates for robust
discussions  on course
topics,

Our new Master of Sei-
enee in Al Strategy degree
makes a similar case.

It's not o degree that
teaches students how to
develop Al programs.
Pairing software fluency
with ethical decision-mak-
ing amd responsible Al
practices, the program
takes a holistic view of a
technology that is funda-
mentally changing the way
we work. And agoin, de-
mand has been staggering.

Only two months after
snnouncing the progrom,
we enrolled more  than
4oo0% of our first-term
| o target of cight
students set by the Uni-
versity  System of Geor-
gin. By combining broad
libernl arts  perspectives
with Al tools, this degrec
will empower graduates to

leverage Al effectively in
amy sector.

Before the Board of Re-
gents designated Georgia
College as the state's pub-
lie liberal ars university
in 1996, Georgia had no
public institution dedicat-
e to this leaming model,
which meant that students
seeking such an education
often had to leave the state
— if they could afford to
do so. The Regents saow o
pubilic need and entrusted
Georgin College to meet it

Three decades later, that
trust has yvielded remark-
able results,

The student profile at
GCEL has  stremgthened
significantly as it became
one of the three selective
mdmission  universities
in the state (along with
UGA and Georgia Tech),
The ceonomic impact the
university generates  in
Middle Georgin has more
than doubled, exceeding
%360 million today, We
also now rank ameng the
top five public colleges and

South region by US. News
& World Repart.

The state's  decision
30 years age to entrust

Georgia College with this
neble mission ereated an
affordable pathway to an
education tailored to an
ever-changing world. Here
at GCSU, we like to say
that “it's different here”

because a liberal arts od-
ueation is different, Here,
students learn to be lead-
ers, They develop the skills
they need to do more,
learn more and seize more
opportunities to make o

paositive difference in their
communitics,

Georgia students have
responded enthusiastical-
ly, and we look forward to
carrying out this mission
for decades to come, while
providing the launching
paed needed to propel fu-
ture generations  toward
passionate and purposeful
lives,



