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Program

AYO: Rhapsody for Band (2023) Katahj Copley
(b. 1998)

V.0.C.: Helmsman of the Sea (2023) Shruthi Rajasekar
(b. 1996)

Mother’s Lullaby (2026) Kevin Charoensri
(b. 2003)

This piece will be performed in memory of Estella Simmons Bell, a consummate
“Band Mom” with the voice of an angel

STRIDE (2023) Kevin Day
(b. 1996)

Sing of Tomorrow Nicole Piunno
(b. 1985)

Three-Ring Circus! Adrian B. Sims
(b. 2000)

Looking to the Future presents recent wind band works by living composers whose
music expands the sound, spirit, and possibilities of the contemporary ensemble. Each
work on this program was written within the last five years, giving performers and
listeners a direct connection to the music of the present moment.

The program begins with energy and identity, moves through cultural memory,
tenderness, and forward motion, and closes with joy and hope. Together, these works
suggest that the future of wind band music is not distant or theoretical. It is already here:
rhythmically vibrant, culturally aware, emotionally honest, and full of imagination.




Our Musical Journey

AYO opens the program with confidence, groove, and celebration. The work brings together rhythmic drive,
bold colors, and a spirit of welcome. As an opener, it immediately establishes the concert’s central idea: the
future of wind band music is alive, personal, and connected to the world students inhabit today.

V.0.C.: Helmsman of the Sea honors V. O. Chidambaram Pillai, an Indian freedom fighter, lawyer, and
labor leader. The music carries a sense of determination and movement, connecting the future to cultural
memory and resistance. Rajasekar’s work gives the program historical depth while remaining firmly
contemporary in sound and purpose.

Mother’s Lullaby offers a moment of tenderness and reflection. Its lyrical character gives the ensemble
space to focus on tone, phrase, warmth, and emotional clarity. Within the larger program, this piece reminds
us that looking to the future also requires care, memory, and humanity.

STRIDE is music of motion, confidence, and resolve. Drawing energy from the idea of walking forward
decisively, the work brings rhythmic momentum and a strong sense of direction to the program. It connects
especially well to students who understand the physical and musical energy of marching traditions while
presenting that energy in a concert setting.

Sing of Tomorrow serves as a broad, hopeful statement. Its title directly reflects the concert’s theme, while
the music points toward hope, possibility,renewal, and the responsibility of imagining what comes next.
Positioned before the final work, it gives the program an expansive emotional lift and prepares the audience
for a closing moment rooted in energy, character, and joy.

Three-Ring Circus! closes the program with humor, brightness, and quick-moving character to the

program. This compact work adds a burst of theatrical energy and gives the ensemble a chance to showcase
precision, articulation, and style. It serves as a joyful reset before the final statement of the concert.
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Biography

Dr. Zandra Bell-McRoy is a music educator, conductor, flutist, and educational consultant
with more than two decades of experience teaching instrumental music at the secondary and
collegiate levels. She currently serves as the Director of Band Activities and Assistant
Professor of Music at Georgia College and State University. Her work centers on purposeful,
sustainable music education; strong fundamentals; student independence; and equitable access
to meaningful musical experiences.

As a conductor and educator, Dr. Bell-McRoy is committed to building ensembles that perform
with musical integrity, technical confidence, and expressive depth. Her teaching reflects a
belief that students deserve both high expectations and the tools needed to meet them. Through
her work with college musicians, preservice teachers, and school band programs, she continues
to advocate for rigorous, relevant, culturally responsive music education rooted in excellence.
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Georgia College 2026-2027 Music

Upcoming Events: Follow us on Facebook.com/GCMusicDepartment or music.gcsu.ed
Live Streaming - ON www.youtube.com/(@gcsumusicdept

Guest Artist Recital GCSU Jazz Band Concert Chamber Ensemble Recital
“Journeys’ “A Tribute to the Dave Pell Octect” Bryan Hall, coordinator
Khary Wilson, tenor Andrew Allen, director Thursday, Nov. 5, 7:30 p.m.
Lev Ryabinin, piano Thursday, Oct. 29, 7:30 p.m. Max Noah Recital Hall
Monday, Oct. 26, 7:30 p.m. Russell Auditorium
Max Noah Recital Hall
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FRIENDS OF MUSIC

TO JOIN — VISIT: HTTPS://GIVE.GCSU.EDU/G/DEPARTMENT-OF-MUSIC/, EMAIL: MUSIC@GCSU.EDU,
OR WRITE A CHECK TO GCSU FOUNDATION, INC. FOR “MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS” OR “MUSIC
DEPARTMENT” AND MAIL TO: GCSU MUSIC DEPARTMENT, CBX 66, MILLEDGEVILLE, GA 31061
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