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The Usery Forum on Leadership honors the legacy of U.S. Secretary of Labor W. J. Usery, 

Jr., exploring leadership that brings people together in service to the public good. The 
Forum is supported by a generous gift from Mr. and Mrs. Melvin and Eleyce Usery. 

 

Deke Copenhaver is principal of Copenhaver Consulting, 
LLC. From 2005 to 2014, he served as mayor of Augusta-
Richmond County. After leaving office, he hosted There it 
is ... with Deke Copenhaver, a live daily radio show. He has 
also served as managing consultant for the Augusta 
Economic Development Authority.  
 
Copenhaver has been recognized on multiple occasions 
by Georgia Trend Magazine as one of the 100 Most 
Influential Georgians. He has spoken widely on city design, 

economic development, healthcare, veterans’ issues, and 
the nonprofit sector. He currently authors a monthly column 
on leadership published by the Georgia Municipal 
Association.  
 
Copenhaver earned a BA in political science from Augusta 
College and is a graduate of Leadership Georgia and the 
Mayors’ Institute on City Design. He is the author of The 
Changemaker: The Art of Building Better Leaders. 
 


