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The rejection of slavery by the major European powers early in the nineteenth 
century was the result of a moral invention of an unprecedented character and 
yet, until recently, there was almost no mention of any aspect of slavery in 
histories of ethics or of political philosophy. This was in spite of the fact that 
questions surrounding the legitimacy and practice of slavery were a regular 
part of moral philosophy courses at universities from the sixteenth century 
until its abolition.  At a time when many institutions of higher learning are 
reflecting on their complicity with chattel slavery in terms of the sources of 
their funding and their use of slave labor, academic philosophy as an institution 
must come to terms with the fact that at various key historical moments it 
continued to justify slavery, even when slavery was under attack in society at 
large. This talk outlines what needs to be done to meet this challenge. 
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