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The Usery Forum on Leadership honors the legacy of U.S. Secretary of Labor W. J. Usery, 

Jr., exploring leadership that brings people together in service to the public good. The 
Forum is supported by a generous gift from Mr. and Mrs. Melvin and Eleyce Usery.

The Hon. Steve C. Jones
Senior Judge 
U.S. District Court 

The Hon. Steve C. Jones is a Senior United States District Court 
Judge, appointed by former President Barack Obama in 2011. 

In this role, he presides over cases that involve the United States 
government, the United States Constitution, federal laws, 
controversies between citizens of different states and other matters. 

Jones holds a bachelor’s degree in management and juris doctor 
degree, both from the University of Georgia. 

Prior to his nomination to the district court, Jones served as a superior 
court judge in Athens-Clarke and Oconee counties for 16 years. In this 
role, he presided over civil and criminal cases, as well as substance 
abuse treatment program. Judge Jones served as an Athens-Clarke 
County Municipal Court Judge (1992–1995), Assistant District Attorney 
for the Western Judicial Circuit (1987–1991), and Director of the Athens 
Child Support Recovery Unit (1978–1985).
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