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Amaki’s art captures the lives of African women of the Diaspora through media from everyday
life (photography, quilts, buttons, boxes and household items). Her work redefines the lives of past
and present African American heroines and heroes and contrasts their depiction in the mainstream
media. She has published a number of articles including “Art: The Paul Jones Collection in Art”
and Everyday Life: The Paul Jones Collection, an exhibition catalog by the Marietta-Cobb Museum
of Art, Marietta, Georgia in 1999.

Amaki holds memberships in the College of Art Association, American Association of University
Professors, Emory University Alumni Board of Governors, Delaware Center for the Contemporary
Arts, High Museum of Art, Georgia Museum of Art, and Spelman College Museum of Fine Arts.



Her solo works, Amalia Amaki: Boxes, Buttons and Blues have also been on exhibition at the
National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, D.C.

Amaki attended Georgia State University and majored in journalism and psychology. In 1970,
she won the Sigma Delta Chi Award for Feature Writing and was the first and only African
American on campus to join this journalism organization. In 1971, Amaki received her B.A. degree.
She also obtained her B.A. degree from the University of New Mexico in photography and art
history and worked as a museum assistant at the University Art Museum for two years while she
pursued her degree. In 1974, she changed her name to Amalia Amaki.

In 1985, Amaki went to France as an Emory University Foreign Study Fellow. She also became a
contributing writer to Art Papers and an art critic for Creative Loafing; papers local to the Atlanta
area. Amaki earned her M.A. degree in modern European and American art and a Ph.D. in
twentieth century American art and culture from Emory University in the Institute of Liberal Arts.
From 1987 to 2000, she taught art history at Spelman and Morehouse Colleges; Atlanta College
of Art; Kennesaw State University, Kennesaw, Georgia; and North Georgia College and State
University, Dahlonega, Georgia. She served as a guest curator at the Southern Arts Federation in
1996; the Museum of Fine Arts at Spelman College in 1997 and 1998; the Marietta-Cobb
Museum of Art in 1999; and the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute in 2004. In the summer of 2004,
Amaki was a visiting scholar at the Student Art Centers International (SACI) in Florence, Italy. In
2001, she became Curator of the Paul R. Jones Collection of Art and Assistant Professor of Art in
the Art History and Black Studies Departments at the University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware.
Amaki was also a Scholar-in-Residence at Spelman College in Atlanta for the 2005 — 2006
school year.



